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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 

BOARD MEETING 

OCTOBER 14, 2015 

 

 

Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin and Brook Soltvedt, Mary Anglim, Edith Sullivan, 

Ingrid Rothe, Karen Gunderson, Gail Bliss, Barbara Mortensen, Helen Horn, Diane Martin 

Liebert, Sue Larson 

 

Secretary’s Report:   Rothe prepared the September minutes in Barbara Mortensen’s 

absence.  Two minor amendments were made to the Program Report.  Mortensen moved to 

accept the minutes as amended and Horn seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Liebert presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The LWVUS-PMP’s 

(#5710) and the LWVWI-PMA’s (#5720) are paid until July 1, 2016.  The Ogg Fund (#4090) 

payment is down from the same period last year because last year we received an extra amount 

when the Fund’s accounting system changed.  Rental income from our sublets is up to date.  

Receipts from solicitation letters go into the non-member donation account (#4063).  Line 

#6560, Payroll Expense, is in error and will be recalculated as will #6690, Reconciliation 

Discrepancies.  Payroll Expense is about the same as last year.  

 

Webmaster:  Soltvedt passed out the new business cards.  She has posted pending 

legislative bills regarding election changes.  The November forum presenters are listed on the 

website and study materials will be posted soon.  She discussed some statistics regarding our 

web page and Facebook page.  She paid to “boost” a Facebook post with action alerts, and 

showed statistics that indicated that paying a few dollars ($15) to have a post reach many more 

people, clearly resulted in a large increase in traffic to our regular website during the “boost” 

period from Oct. 10 to 12.  Paid reach is how many people have the potential to see the post in 

their Facebook feed.  Action means people clicked on the article, shared the post with someone 

else or liked the post.   

 

Program: Sullivan discussed the Lively Issues timeline for the meeting on January 16
th

. 

Elaine needs the information in early December, preferably December 3
rd,

 as the office will be 

closed the week of December 21
st
 to 27

th
.  Sullivan and Rothe will decide what to put in the 

packet mailed to members.  The speaker is Prof. Eleanor Neff Powell.  Consensus will be taken 

at the end of the meeting on the topic Money in Politics.  We will select Voter Outreach honorees 

at the next board meeting.  Soltvedt will ask Kelly Warren to do a podcast.  City Channel will 

not tape the meeting.  Sullivan will discuss the menu with Ami Shimanek, Director of Dining 

Services for Capital Lakes.  The board approved a price of $25 for the event. 

 

Membership: Anglim reported that at the end of September we gained 17 new members and 

many renewals.  Ploeser informed her that 45 members have not renewed, but a few have 

renewed since and three or four should not be contacted (seriously ill, moved away, etc.).  About 

35 had not renewed as of October 7, 2014.  Sara Markham has agreed to help her call the lapsed 

members to find out why they have not renewed.  On October 12
th

 Anglim, Rothe, and Soltvedt 

participated in a Membership, Leadership, and Development coaching session with Anita Loch, 
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state and national coach.  The discussion included information about the Wild Apricot 

Membership software that is useful for handling membership records, communications with 

members, and fund-raising.  Communication with non-traditional groups was discussed.  Using 

social media, partnerships, participation in community events, and planning social events are 

ways to communicate with younger, racially diverse people.  Anglim suggested we consider 

having the annual meeting at the Brink Lounge.  The Brink will provide a room for free if the 

group purchases appetizers.  Guests may purchase drinks at the bar.  Anglim will contact the 

Brink to see if it can provide us with a private room for a meeting on the second or third 

Wednesday in May.   

Anglim also attended a meeting of the Dane County Executive Committee on Redistricting on 

October 12
th

.  Two questions were discussed; how should the commission drawing the new maps 

be constituted, and how many maps should be presented to the county board.  No consensus was 

arrived at over the question of whether both elected officials and citizens should be members of 

the commission and the map question. 

 

Publicity: Fulks was not present but she submitted a written report.  A draft flyer for the 

November forum was attached.  The draft flyer was submitted to online calendars and press 

releases will be sent out after she has heard from the board about any additional information to 

be included.  Larson will send Fulks information about the presenters for the November forum. 

 

Voters' Service: Bliss talked to Jenny Tasse, who is chair for the UW Young Democrats.  

She is talking to the chair of the UW Young Republicans about taking action on Voter ID for 

students.  Our presence on the Square will end November 7
th

.  Bliss has also been in contact with 

Linnea Sundstrom of Supermarket Legends, a Milwaukee organization to help people register 

and vote, regarding statistics on DMV and Voter ID strategies for future voter registration.   

 

Bulletin: Gunderson said she’ll send out a February BULLETIN if there is enough 

material.  She needs someone to write a review of Lively Issues and the April election for 

February.  She proposed articles for the March BULLETIN.  Bliss will write an article about the 

August primary.  At the November meeting we’ll suggest articles for the March BULLETIN. 

 

Business Systems: Rothe said that the Access software program is working well.  The Access 

test database is loaded on the treasurer’s computer.  The treasurer can now work from home by 

using the Log Me In program on the treasurer’s computer. 

 

Fundraising:  Sue Larson said that Caryl Terrell and Diane Larson would be her 

fundraising committee.  Caryl is willing to personally contact potential donors.  Sue Larson 

suggested including a contribution envelope in the December mailing, and she will also put a 

page together for the December mailing describing donation opportunities.  She will draft a letter 

for the non-member appeal in the next week.  Hatheway Hasler will submit prospects for the 

appeal letter mailing.  Clare McArdle’s prospects from a previous mailing have generated some 

checks.  Elaine will mail a letter to the list of those who responded last fall.  Sue Larson attended 

an estate-planning workshop and purchased the small book the presenter wrote, “How Anyone 

Can Leave a Legacy.”  The presenter gave her permission to reference her presentation and 

book.  Sue Larson wrote an article for the November BULLETIN regarding making gifts to the 
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organizations you support before the end of the year.  Another article on estate planning will 

appear in the January BULLETIN. 

 

Vice-President’s Report: Rothe said the Dane County Voter ID Coalition is re-organizing. 

 

President’s Report: 

a. The date and time for the January meeting is January 20
th

 at 1:00 p.m. 

b. The Executive Committee has decided to rent a new copier after our current 

maintenance lease expires on October 31
st,

 as Xerox will not sign a new 

maintenance agreement for our old copier.  Bliss moved to amend the budget to 

add $948 to rent a new copier and take money from the Memorial Fund, if 

necessary, to pay for it.  Sullivan seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved. 

c. We discussed trying to find a sponsor for our BULLETIN. 

 

Old Business:  None 

 

New Business: None 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 

 

The next meeting is November 11, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

The December meeting is December 9, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


