
Mayor Paul Soglin 
Rm. 403, City County Building 
210 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd 
Madison  WI  53703 
 
August 1, 2016 
 
Dear Mayor Soglin: 
 
Thank you for your support of voter outreach by the City Clerk’s 
office.  We know that you have approved all the printing costs 
necessary to keep Madison voters informed of the new voting 
procedures and requirements. 
 
As you formulate your budget proposal for 2017, the League of 
Women Voters of Dane County would like you to provide additional 
resources to ensure that the excellent services of the Madison City 
Clerk’s office can continue at their current high level. 
 
As we watched City Clerk Maribeth Witzel-Behl’s testimony in the 
federal court trial about voting restrictions this spring, we were very 
impressed with her calm demeanor and extensive knowledge.  We 
are sure that information she provided was instrumental in 
demonstrating to the court that various voting restrictions were 
unconstitutional.   
 
However, we were dismayed to hear her responses to some 
questions from the attorneys.  In response to questions about the 
office’s workload and costs, Maribeth answered that in order to keep 
staff costs within budget, she often works until 3 a.m. around election 
dates because she is not paid overtime like her staff. 
 
Maribeth has done an exemplary job during her time as Madison City 
Clerk making sure that all Madison citizens are informed about voting 
and have an opportunity to vote. She works harder than any other 
clerk we know to accomplish these goals.   
 
The League would like to make sure that Maribeth stays healthy and 
energized for many more years so she can continue to provide the 
excellent voter service for which she is widely appreciated.  Working 



until 3 a.m. is not a path to health and long-life.  Please increase the 
City Clerk staff budget to a level that means that Maribeth can get 
home at a reasonable hour even during the busy election season. 
 
Second, many League volunteers will be helping with testing of the 
tabulators during the week of August 1.  We are happy to help out 
with this task. 
 
However, after the second flooding event, it seems clear that another 
storage facility, not subject to flooding, is required.  We assume this 
may require some additional expenditure on the city’s part.  Please 
ensure that the city’s tabulators can be stored in a convenient, safe 
place, even if an additional expenditure is required.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen C Fullin 
Brook Chase Soltvedt 
Co-Presidents 


