
Wisconsin Budget 101 

The Who, What, When, and Especially the Why of the 
Wisconsin Budget Process 



Questions about the budget 
 Why does the budget matter? 
 When/how does the state budget get passed? 
 Where does the state get revenue? 
 What does the state spend it on? 
 How to get involved 

 ? ?? 
? 



The WHY of the budget 
 Sets tax and spending 

priorities for next two 
years 

  Affects decisions made at 
local level 

 Includes non-fiscal policy 
 Budget = expression of 

priorities 



The WHEN and HOW of the budget 



The WHEN and HOW of the budget 
Balancing the budget 
 State Constitution requires a balanced budget 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 But there are several ways that the Wisconsin budget 
can be off kilter while still fulfilling those requirements 
 



WHERE does the state get its money? 
General Purpose Revenue  Main source of revenue in 

state budget 
 Mostly tax money 
 A great deal of flexibility 

in what it can be used for 



Where does the state get its money? 
Federal Revenue  Second-biggest pot of 

money for the budget 
 Usually has strings 

attached 



WHERE does the state get its money? 
Program Revenue  
(tuition, fees, etc) 
 

Segregated Revenue 
(gas tax) 



WHERE does the state get its GPR? 
 



WHERE does the state get its money? 
 



WHERE is the state getting its money? 



WHAT is the state spending money on? 
 



HOW to get involved or get more information 

 http://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/ 
 

 Joint Finance Committee: 
Senators Darling, Olsen, 
Harsdorf, Marklein, Tiffany, 
Vukmir, Lena Taylor, or 
Erpenbach 

 Representatives Nygren, 
Kooyenga, Loudenbeck, 
Felzkowski, Born, Rohrkaste, 
Hintz, and Shankland.  
 

 Connect with an advocacy 
group, or start your own.  
 
 

 

http://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/


HOW to get involved or get more information 
 Wisconsin Budget Project: 
 www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org 
 Budget toolkit 
 Sign up to receive emails 
 Facebook, Twitter @wibudgetproject 

 
 Wispolitics budget blog: http://budget.wispolitics.com/ 

 
 A  Wisconsin Budget for All 
 Facebook @WisconsinBudgetForAll 

 

 
 
 

http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/
http://budget.wispolitics.com/


Wisconsin Budget Project 
www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org 

tcornelius@wccf.org 

http://www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/
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