
Are you ready to vote?

Do you have an acceptable photo ID?  Are you registered at your current address?

It can be difficult to keep up with all the court decisions making changes to Wisconsin election law, but 
one thing is reasonably clear.  While there are a few exemptions, most people will need an approved 
photo ID to vote in the November 8 election.

 You can use a Wisconsin driver license (DL),  a Wisconsin state ID card, a US passport, or military ID  with 
expiration dates of November 4, 2014 or later.  A Veteran Affairs card that is unexpired or has no 
expiration date can also be used. The address on a photo ID does not have to be current.  Out of state ID’s 
are not acceptable.  For a complete list of approved photo ID's go to http://bringit.wi.gov/do-i-have-right-
photo-id.

 UW-Madison students can get a special free ID for voting at the WisCard office at Union South.  Students 
using the special  ID will also need to show proof of enrollment  at the polls.

If you don’t have an acceptable photo ID you can get a free ID at the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
offices (4802 Sheboygan Avenue or 2001 Bartillon Drive in Madison.)  Anyone  who has a driver's license 
or ID from another state will have to give it up to obtain a Wisconsin ID or DL.  For individuals having 
difficulty obtaining a Wisconsin state ID card, a letter from the DMV stating they are in the process of 
getting an ID will work for the November 8 election.   For information about the DMV process see  
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/dmv/license-drvs/how-to-apply/id-card.aspx. 

For help getting a free state ID card for voting or for a free ride to the DMV, call the Voter ID hotline at 
608-729-7720.  Anyone sixty or older can contact RSVP for a ride (in Madison call 608-441-7898).

Seniors and people with disabilities who vote by permanent absentee ballot are exempt from the photo ID
requirement.  Absentee voters in nursing homes who are visited by an election official do not need to 
show ID.  For more information see  http://bringit.wisconsin.gov/are-there-exceptions-new-law

If you  have never voted in Wisconsin or have moved since you last voted you will need to register.  
Registering early will save time on election day.  You can register at the clerk's office, with a Special 
Registration Deputy, or, if a Madison resident, at any Madison Public Library.  Beginning October 20 you 
can only register at the clerk's office, at designated in-person absentee voting locations, or at the polls on 
election day.  You will need to show proof of residence whenever you register.  Examples of acceptable  
proof of residence can be found at http://www.gab.wi.gov/publications/voter-guides/proof-of-residence.

The Madison City Clerk's office  will have early voting (in-person absentee), both at their downtown office 
and at satellite sites, including all Madison Public Libraries.  For more information about voting in 
Madison, go to  http://www.cityofmadison.com/election/

The General Election on November 8, 2016 includes voting for president, state and federal legislators, 
county offices and possibly referenda.  Talk to your friends and neighbors. Make sure every eligible 
Wisconsin voter has the documentation needed to vote!

 League of Women Voters of Dane County: http://www.lwvdanecounty.org/
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