
ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM: RECENT LAKE INITIATIVES 

Recent years have seen a number of initiatives aimed at cleaning up and addressing long-term threats to 
the Yahara chain of lakes. Some of those efforts include: 

• Take a Stake in the Lakes: Led by Dane County’s Office of Lakes and Watersheds along with the Clean 
Lakes Alliance, this annual celebration has become a popular way for people to not only enjoy special 
activities on the lakes but also to pitch in with shore cleanup projects and restoration. 

• Phosphorus reduction: The problem of excessive phosphorus, a component of fertilizers that causes 
weeds to grow, has been tackled on a number of fronts, including Dane County’s efforts to manage 
stormwater and to work with farmers. The county is also building its second manure digester. And a 
recently announced runoff management program that will help watersheds meet new phosphorus rules 
involves the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District, Dane County, area farmers and 30 communities. 

• Lake Wingra: One of the most effective grass-roots lake cleanup efforts has been mounted over the last 
15 years by Friends of Lake Wingra. The lake’s clarity has improved dramatically after a carp removal 
program. 

• Yahara CLEAN: The Capital Lakes Environmental Assessment and Needs project is a collaborative 
effort to reduce runoff and clean up beaches. 

• Yahara Lakes Legacy Partnership: An unprecedented and long-term collaboration of public agencies 
and private organizations including state and local governments as well as environmental groups and 
neighborhood associations. The group has worked to set goals and create an overall management 
blueprint for the lakes. 

• Clean Lakes Alliance: Another unique public/private partnership that has been very successful at 
involving area businesses in lake management and cleanup issues. The group last year released the 
State of the Lakes Report and the Yahara Lakes Report Card. The group has a goal of working with 
farmers and municipalities to reduce phosphorus pollution by 50 percent. 
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