
(*Free	  parking	  in	  the	  ramp	  available	  across	  the	  street.	  	  Please	  bring	  voucher	  in	  for	  validation.)	  

The  League  of  Women  Voters  of  Dane  County,  Inc.  
Presents….  

General Meeting and Issues Forum  

	  
Recycling	  –	  An	  Urban	  Policy	  to	  Love	  

	  

• George Dreckmann, Madison Recycling Coordinator 
 

• Paul Abramson, Paolo Verde Consulting Services 
 

• Steve Hanrahan, Madison Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
Director 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

The Capitol Lakes Grand Hall*, 333 West Main St., Madison 

LWVDC Recycling Forum Planning Committee: 
Kathy Johnson, Hatheway Hasler, Sue Larson, Brook Soltvedt 
 
For more information call the League office at 608-232-9447, or visit our 
website www.lwvdanecounty.org. 
  

http://www.lwvdanecounty.org/


Discussion Questions for November 4: 

1. How have you observed a greater commitment to recycling in the businesses you frequent and the
neighborhood in which you live.  Are these things you support or to which to you have contributed?

2. Which recycling programs are most appealing to you and what might you do to support them?

Reminder:  At the November Unit Meetings, there will be a discussion of the State League of Women 
Voter’s review of and update on its Urban Policy Position.  Those materials are included in this Forum 
mailing for your review.   

Recycling has become so common that few people consider the impact of no longer supporting the 
programs we take for granted.  Yet, for the last decade the state has made biennial budget cuts to 
recycling grants and the city of Madison has again cut funds for a biodigester that would support a 
promising pilot project on compost recycling.   Shared values on the importance of recycling are taking a 
hit from a variety of directions, most recently in a column by John Tierney, writer of the Findings column 
for The New York Times Science section. He wrote a provocative editorial in the 10/4/2015 Sunday 
NYT’s saying that much of recycling is costly and ineffectual.   Although Dane County and the City of 
Madison continue to innovate and find new ways to deal with waste management, the question remains – 
what really is the future of recycling?   

The three speakers at this month’s forum will respond that that question by describing how they work 
toward the goal of zero waste and how the public, including the League of Women Voters, can do the 
same.   

NYT’s	  column	  by	  John	  Tieney:	  
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/04/opinion/sunday/the-reign-of-recycling.html?ref=opinion	  

Responses	  from	  the	  10/11/2015	  Letters	  section	  of	  the	  Sunday	  NYT’s:	  
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/11/opinion/sunday/where-our-trash-
goes.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&_r=0	  

A	  6/26/2015	  Associated	  Recyclers	  of	  WI	  press	  release	  countering	  Washington	  Post,	  Forbes,	  and	  Wall	  Street	  
Journal	  analyses	  that	  recycling	  markets	  are	  in	  crisis.	  
http://www.arow-
online.org/Resources/Documents/The%20Cycle%20of%20Recycling%20Press%20Release.pdf	  

Isthmus	  interview	  with	  George	  Dreckmann	  in	  the	  April,	  2015,	  Earth	  Day	  issue	  on	  garbage:	  
http://www.isthmus.com/news/news/george-dreckmann-interview/	  

The	  website	  links	  in	  the	  materials	  are	  clickable	  links	  in	  the	  Study	  Materials	  found	  on	  the	  LWVDC	  website:	  
http://www.lwvdanecounty.org	  

Click on “study materials” in the Dane County Critical Issues Forum announcement.  Each link there will take you 
to the correct page or website.  Using the website link is much easier than trying to copy the links from the study 
materials.  There may also be links to relevant articles posted after the study materials were completed. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/04/opinion/sunday/the-reign-of-recycling.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/11/opinion/sunday/where-our-trash-goes.html
http://www.arow-online.org/Resources/Documents/The%20Cycle%20of%20Recycling%20Press%20Release.pdf
http://www.isthmus.com/news/news/george-dreckmann-interview/
http://www.lwvdanecounty.org/




LaFete de Marquette Compost Effort Huge 
Success 
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 - 6:27am  

(http://www.cityofmadison.com/news/lafete-de-marquette-compost-effort-huge-success) 

On Thursday, the City of Madison partnered with The Willy St. Coop, the Wil-Mar Center, and 
Palo Verde Zero Waste Planning on a special event composting effort. The result of those efforts 
was a 96% landfill diversion. 

The special one day composting effort was designed to show that composting efforts could result 
in significant waste reduction and to test the ability of event staff to manage the efforts. The 
efforts encompassed the first day of LaFete de Marquette and the Willy St. Coop's annual 
membership dinner and meeting. The event used compostable cups, plates, and cutlery.  

Composting 1,040 pounds 
Recycling 101 pounds 
Landfilled Trash 57 pounds 

"We proved that you can incorporate composting efforts into an outdoor festival setting where 
food is served to over 4,000 people," Madison recycling coordinator George Dreckmann said. 
"The effort took some advanced planning but with a commitment to composting you can divert 
almost all the trash from the landfill." 

Palo Verde Zero Waste Planning led the efforts and coordinated the purchasing of compostable 
products, set up the collection system, and recruited volunteers. 

"The event was a big success for everyone involved," said Paul Abramson of Palo Verde. "The 
attendees had a great time and they really did not notice any change in the experience. The only 
difference came when it was time to discard their waste. Instead of two containers, there were 
three. By making all the utensils and containers compostable it was simple for them to use the 
system." 

"This event proved that special event composting can work," Dreckmann said. "We will continue 
to expand to other events with the ultimate goal of making composting a part of all of Madison's 
great festivals." 

http://www.cityofmadison.com/news/lafete-de-marquette-compost-effort-huge-success


‘Big savings for the environment’  
Dane County to get recycling sorting center 
by Nathan J. Comp  

April 17, 2015 

The new facility, to cost an estimated $3.6 million, should be operational by this fall. 

The dust and debris create a heavy fog inside Dane County’s Waste Transfer Station. Had the 
facility’s doors been open, water spritzed from a ceiling-mounted sprinkler would push the 
particulates to the concrete floor, clearing the air. 

“We’ll have better dust control in the new facility,” explains Mike Rupiper, special projects and 
materials manager with the county’s Solid Waste Division. “We’ll have to, because we’ll have 
more people working inside.” 

Built in 2010, the 20,850-square-foot transfer station at the county’s landfill on Highway 12/18 is 
slated to be transformed this year into a full-fledged sorting and recycling center. The new 
facility is being constructed with an eye toward saving taxpayer money while reducing the 
county’s ever-shrinking carbon footprint. 

Currently, the station is a depot for waste materials from area construction and demolition sites, 
which are then hauled by semi to Appleton’s Landfill Reduction and Recycling, to be 
reconstituted into various goods. 

But once the station is modified, the sorting and recycling will occur onsite, eliminating the cost 
and emissions of transporting the waste 848 miles to Appleton — eight semi loads traveling 
roundtrip per day. 

“There will be a big savings to the environment,” Rupiper says. 

The modifications, approved as part of this year’s capital budget, will cost an estimated $3.6 
million. 

Jason Salisbury, president of Landfill Reduction and Recycling, says that sorting and recycling 
onsite means more exposure for the services rendered by his company, which will oversee day-
to-day operations at the new facility for the next 10 years. 

“What we found here in Appleton is that there is a lot more participation the more visible we 
are,” he explains, adding that he wouldn’t be surprised if construction and demo waste began 
making its way into Dane County. “We definitely intend to grow the business.” 

And that’s good news for taxpayers. 

https://www.countyofdane.com/pwht/recycle/waste_transfer.aspx


“The more material we can bring in, the more money we can make,” says Salisbury. “That’s 
mutually beneficial.” 

Less than five years old, the transfer station was built to help remove recyclable materials from 
the waste stream, especially construction and demolition waste, which accounts for roughly 30% 
of the landfill’s annual trash intake, according to solid waste and recycling manager John Welch. 

Rupiper says bids will go out this summer and, if all goes well, the renovated facility will be 
fully operational by fall. 

The new facility will include a 7,500-square-foot addition to the building’s east side and a 
conveyor belt to transport the waste to a sorting platform. Once sorted, the various materials will 
get shipped elsewhere, where they will get processed for future use. 

Currently, the waste is loaded into a compactor, where it is baled and then loaded onto a semi 
trailer to be shipped to Appleton. 

Rupiper says most of the lumber becomes boiler fuel or landscape mulch, while drywall is 
converted into agricultural gypsum, and metals are recycled into an assortment of new products 
and tools. 

Salisbury says that while his company will bring some of its corporate staff to Dane County, he 
expects between 20 to 25 jobs will open to area residents once the facility goes online. 

“If it kicks off like it did in Appleton, we could be running two shifts instead of one,” he says. 

The new waste transfer station is one of several innovative programs to come out of this year’s 
capital budget. Solid waste managers are also testing technology designed to capture and sell the 
carbon dioxide created as byproduct of garbage decomposition. 

And in addition to studying the feasibility of capping retired landfill cells with solar-power-
producing membranes, the landfill’s compressed natural gas program will fuel an increasing 
number of vehicles in the county fleet. 

See	  more	  at:	  http://www.isthmus.com/news/news/dane-‐county-‐recycling-‐sorting-‐
center/#sthash.fRdlWIEX.dpuf	  

	   	  

http://www.isthmus.com/news/news/dane-county-recycling-sorting-center/


MORE DELAYS FOR MADISON'S COMPOSTING 
PROPOSAL 
by Joe Tarr 

Madison’s recycling coordinator has given up waiting. George Dreckmann had hoped to have 
a citywide composting program up and running before he retires next January, but he knows the 
city will never make that deadline. 

“It’s been moved back a year every year for the last three years,” says Dreckmann, the city’s 
recycling coordinator. “I can’t gauge the political commitment to this. I just don’t know. There 
are other projects deemed to have greater importance in terms of the use of the city’s capital.” 

For the program, the city needs to build a biodigester — estimated at $12 to $18 million. It 
would pay for itself in about 15 years by reducing the amount of trash the city sends to the 
landfill (at a cost of around $50 a ton). 

In 2013, city workers collected 190,400 tons of garbage from 74,347 households and 500 to 700 
businesses (many businesses and apartment buildings of eight or more units use private haulers 
for their trash). Of all the garbage the city collects, 69% — more than 131,000 tons — was kept 
out of the landfill by recycling in 2013, Dreckmann says. 

If the city had a full-scale composting program in place, it could keep 80% of its garbage out of 
the landfill, Dreckmann calculates. Were the program up and running, residents would separate 
food waste and soiled paper products like napkins, coffee filters and pizza boxes the way they 
now separate recycling. The food waste would then be put into the biodigester, where it would be 
turned into methane, which can be used to fuel vehicles or generate electricity, and fertilizer, 
which it can sell. 

The city began a pilot composting program in 2011 to see how it might work. The project 
currently includes 500 households, 23 businesses and Emerson Elementary School, Dreckmann 
says. Their food waste is shipped to a biodigester at UW-Oshkosh. 

This early effort is not quite up to snuff. The refuse that the city is getting in the pilot is 
contaminated slightly with noncompostable plastic and small amounts of glass, Dreckmann says. 
Because of this, much of it is now going to the landfill. Dreckmann is working on a fix. 

If Madison had its own biodigester, it could easily deal with these contaminants. But the 
Oshkosh facility is trying to generate high-end fertilizer to sell to home gardeners, so it can’t 
have plastic or glass in it. 

“We wouldn’t be as dependent on the high-end market,” Dreckmann says. “We’d be looking [at 
selling] to the agricultural market, the construction market, using it in highway road projects. In a 
lot of highways projects, you can have up to 30% contamination. I’d hope we wouldn’t be 
running that high. But it’s a much more forgiving market than for a rose garden.” 



If Madison had built the biodigester a couple of years ago, it would have been in the vanguard of 
eco-friendly cities. But now, many other cities have either built them or have plans to. 

“I know this process. I’m frustrated with it, but it is what it is. I wear blinders when it comes to 
how to spend our money,” Dreckmann says. “But I’m not paid to make those decisions. The 
project lost some of its urgency when we were able to get the landfill expanded.” 

See	  more	  at:	  http://www.isthmus.com/news/news/delays-‐madison-‐compost-‐
biodigester/#sthash.1V3D1hOu.dpuf	  

http://www.isthmus.com/news/news/delays-madison-compost-biodigester/



