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Discussion Questions: 

1. Can our League do more to encourage voting in non-presidential elections?  If so, what 
steps should our League take to encourage higher voter participation?

2. Do our efforts to publicize candidates' positions have any effect on voter turnout?  Are
there other things we could do to that would further both goals:  increasing voter turnout
and helping voters become well informed?

3. How should the LWVDC prioritize information about candidates’ positions vs.
encouraging voter turnout?

4. Experiments find that social pressure is effective at raising voter turnout.
a) Should university professors be experimenting with using social pressure to encourage
people to vote?
b) What conditions should be placed on such collaborations?
c) If these tactics work, should the League and and other organizations use them to
increase voter turnout? 

Background 

Wisconsin has the second highest turnout in the country at over 70% during presidential 
elections.  Yet during many important elections, turnout plummets to abysmal rates.  Last spring 
Dane County turnout was 24%. To try and reverse this trend, political scientists have teamed with 
both non-profits and partisan groups. With a new found passion for using experimental methods, 
they have tested a wide variety of mechanisms for raising turnout.  This talk will present the 
results of experiments conducted last spring and discuss ways to increase voter turnout. 

Study Materials: 

Excerpts from Chapter 1  Introduction: Why Voter Mobilization Matters, pp 1-10.,  from  Get 
Out The Vote:  How To Increase Voter Turnout 2nd. edition  by Donald P. Green and Alan S. 
Gerber,  Brookings Institution, 2008.) 

Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, Who Votes, Who Doesn’t, and Why Regular 
Voters, Intermittent Voters, and Those Who Don't  October 18, 2006 http://www.people-
press.org/2006/10/18/who-votes-who-doesnt-and-why/

On line resources: 

The most famous study on social pressure and voter turnout was done by Alan Gerber, Donald 
Green, and Christopher Larimer and is published in the American Political Science Review. The 
title is “Social Pressure and Voter Turnout:  Evidence from a Large-Scale Field Experiment”  
Vol. 102(1):33-48.  February 2008. http://abstractpolitics.com/2008/05/social-pressure-and-voter-
turnout/ 

The best data on voter turnout in the country is maintained by Professor Michael McDonald at 
George Mason.  His website is:  http://elections.gmu.edu/voter_turnout.htm  However, it provides 
only statewide information on Fall elections.   

Wisconsin Data is available at http://gab.wi.gov/elections-voting/statistics/turnout


