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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MINUTES 

April 12, 2017 
 

Members Present: Presidents Brook Soltvedt and Kathy Fullin, Barbara Mortensen, Dorothy 
Wheeler, Diane Martin Liebert, Gail Bliss, Mary Anglim, Mike Casey, Helen Horn, Sue Fulks.  
Absent: Sue Larson, Steve Ploeser, Ingrid Rothe. 
 
President Fullin called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Bliss made a motion to approve the March 2017 minutes.  Horn seconded.  
Unanimously approved. 
 
Membership Report: Anglim reviewed the New Member Coffee held at Alicia Ashman 
Library on March 18th.  Twenty-three new members attended along with several board and other 
members.  President Soltvedt gave a presentation explaining how the national, state, and local 
League organizations work and answered questions.  Guests were asked to sign up according to 
interest in six subject areas (Education, Voters’ Rights, Natural Resources, Justice, Government 
Responsibilities, and Social Policy) and several did.  Fullin suggested substituting 
“Environmental” for “Natural Resources”.  Anglim and her committee are considering future 
activities.  For the Justice group, a tour of the Dane County jail is proposed.  This tour would be 
limited to eight to ten people; however, additional tours could be scheduled if there is great 
interest.  Those interested in the Justice topic could also be encouraged to follow various 
criminal justice committees at the county or city level.  Another option would be a brown-bag 
lunch to which a local official (alder, supervisor, school board member, judge) would be invited 
to discuss what motivated them to run for office and issues they are concerned about.  A renewal 
letter is being drafted and will be sent by late June with follow-ups to occur in starting in August. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Liebert and Horn presented their report.  Liebert has prepaid rent 
(#5000) for the remainder of the fiscal year.  Horn noted that insurance cost (#5500) has 
increased about 25% this year.  Most everything else is close to budget except Business Expense 
(#5290), which is about 85% ($214) over budget. 
 
Program: Wheeler is working on arrangements for the Annual Meeting on May 17th.  
Subway sandwiches will be ordered, and she will send an email asking for volunteers to bring 
desserts, appetizers, etc.  Forum dates for the 2017-18 fiscal year will be September 6th, October 
4th, November 1st, March 7th, and April 4th.  The September program will be Urban vs. Rural 
Dane County.  Plans are to invite Mark Hazelbaker, Town Association Attorney, Barbara 
Feeney, School Board member from Oregon, and a county board supervisor from a rural part of 
Dane County.  Sustainability is the topic being considered for October.  Sue Larson attended a 
meeting on sustainability and would help  
 
Bulletin: Casey is looking at options to make changes to the Bulletin format by researching 
what other Leagues in the state are doing as well as costs for various formats.  Several articles 
have been submitted for the summer Bulletin.  Fullin suggested a June deadline for the summer 
Bulletin and Casey agreed. 
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Fundraising/ILO:  The Board reviewed the report submitted by Larson.  The February 
14th Birthday Fund Appeal brought $4,005 as of March 22nd.  On March 19th, Larson, Soltvedt, 
Cathy Berndt, and Caryl Terrell met to discuss future appeals.  Soltvedt said that the LWVWI is 
giving $200 to the LWVDC from its Joyce Foundation grant, and the estate of recently deceased 
member Jim Cain is giving $3,000.  At that meeting Soltvedt discussed the possibility of using 
some of the money to purchase a small portable printer/scanner for voter registration work and 
said that Paul Lindquist of the Voter ID Coalition is reviewing options to purchase one.  Among 
other things the committee discussed 100th Anniversary plans, including ways to partner with 
other levels of LWV and the Wisconsin Historical Society.  A Centennial Planning committee 
should be established for this purpose.  Larson is composing the May Member Challenge letter.  
Four members have agreed to be challenge grant donors and there is $4,250 in matching grants 
to date.   
 
The Upper Mississippi River Region ILO is holding its annual conference entitled “Learn, 
Network, and Organize!” in La Crosse at the Lunda Center on May 6th.  There will be an 
optional evening boat ride on the river on the paddlewheeler, Julia Belle Swain, and Nature 
Conservancy Associate Director Gretchen Benjamin is offering a presentation on the natural 
history of the river and what government and non-government organizations are doing to 
revitalize it.  Registration can be made at lwvumrr.org.  Mortensen suggested sending the 
announcement to our members and the board agreed. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss suggested sending an announcement of the next Voter Education 
Ambassador training on April 21st to the Voters’ Service list.  Several of our members attended 
the previous training on March 20th.  The Hill Farms Market is renamed the Westside 
Community Market and has moved to 750 University Row, between University Avenue and Old 
Middleton Road (the UW Health parking lot).  Priscilla Thain will continue to store chairs, table, 
etc. at her house for the market.  We should get permission from UW Health to set up a table 
since it’s their property.  Both this farmer’s market and the Dane County farmer’s market start 
April 15th.  We will need a handout about how to register online.  Soltvedt has offered to adapt a 
handout from the LWVMC for our use in handouts and signage.  Rothe and Marian Matthews 
are updating the Memorandum of Understanding with Dane County to provide cab rides to the 
WI Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to obtain voter identification. 
 
Vice-President’s Report: In the last two weeks there have been four calls to the hotline for 
rides to the DMV and Voter ID assistance.  Scott McDonell, Dane County Clerk, has agreed to 
continue some funding for the work of the Voter ID Coalition.  He has agreed to, at a minimum, 
pay for Union Cab rides to the DMV and printing to advertise our new hotline number.  Our old 
hotline number is owned by VoteRiders, located in California, and we no longer have access to 
it.  Although the VoteRiders President has been notifying us when someone from Dane County 
called, the Coalition prefers to have its own number.  Paul Lindquist is arranging a new number 
for the Coalition and cards will be printed with the new number.  Marian Matthews, representing 
the LWVDC, which is fiscal agent for the Voter ID Coalition, has renegotiated the contract with 
Union Cab through November 2018 on the same terms that are presently in force.  Matthews, 
Bliss, and Molly McGrath are authorized to approve the free rides.  The Coalition plans to begin 
renewed outreach efforts in June. 
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League Action Teams: Soltvedt has created a Take Action Button on our website.  Google 
groups can be created and placed into the Google calendar so people can access them.  Soltvedt 
will create one for each group and invite people to join from those who have indicated interest on 
the member interest sheets or signup sheets from the New Member meeting.  Carol Carstensen 
has agreed to chair the School Board Action Team.  So far, all the people signed up for this topic 
are in the Madison School District.  Katie Mulligan has agreed to chair a Mental Health Action 
Team.  This action team will tackle a broader set of mental health issues than those discussed at 
our recent Forum, including funding for services.  So far, 24 people have signed up to participate 
on our teams.  A welcoming email will go out this week. 
 
Publicity: Fulks reported that publicity for the April forum and announcement of 
Candidates’ Answers was completed.  She is now working on publicity for the May 17th Annual 
Meeting.  It was decided to ask Rothe to ask Greg Jones of NAACP how to invite his members 
to attend.  Capitol Lakes residents also need to be invited to attend.   
The High School Registration Committee met on April 6th.  Dane County school principals and 
heads of organizations like Goodman Community Center or Briarpatch will be approached to 
explore the possibility of having LWVDC register high school students at their sites.  Several 
members agreed to contact the principals, etc., and report back at the next meeting on June 22nd  

in order to make plans for the fall.  A couple of new members from the March New Member 
coffee joined the committee.  Additional committee information is posted at: 
https://sites.google.com/view/lwvdccommittee.  Susan Byrnes and Mary Ellen Schmit provided 
registration information at West High School for three days in March.  Byrnes created a “How to 
register online” handout.  Thirty-one students requested information.   
 
Business Systems: No report. 
 
Webmaster:  Soltvedt reported that she added an RSS feed for news items and Podcast, 
posted audio from the March Forum, posted study materials and a photo for the April Forum, and 
wrote items about the Annual Meeting and Rothe’s McLane Award, which she received at the 
April Forum.  Soltvedt provided us with the analytics on Candidates’ Answers (CA).  They 
showed that on Election Day there were more than 12,000 page views; however, this was less 
than for the February Primary.  She attributes this to the fact that there was no printed CA and to 
the possibility that people had already familiarized themselves with the candidates in February. 
 
President’s Report: 

1. Ali Muldrow of G-Safe asked us to sponsor a Youth Scholarship and Recognition 
Awards Dinner in May.  Fullin explained to her that LWVDC doesn’t donate 
money to non-league organizations unless we are a member but we do publicize 
events that we consider of interest to our members by email, Facebook, and on 
our website.  The board agreed to do so. 

2. The Executive Committee agreed to co-sponsor a panel with The Madison 
Institute on May 3rd at the Red Gym on “Mass Incarceration and Sentencing in an 
Era of Tough on Crime”.  Presenters are law professors from UW and Marquette 
and a former prisoner. 

3. The libraries ran out of Candidates’ Answers (CA) before the election.  Fullin 
made a recommendation that we buy extra copies for the libraries.  Horn made a 
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motion to buy 1,000 extra copies of CA and Liebert seconded it.  Unanimously 
approved. 

4. The Co-Presidents sent an email with a follow-up print copy to the Dane County 
District Attorney on March 16th regarding the possibility of his prosecuting 17 
year-olds who voted in April 2016.  Our position is that they should not be 
prosecuted, as this was a misunderstanding rather than fraud.  No reply except for 
a form email that was received. 

5. The board discussed sending a reminder to members that information in our 
directory should be used only for LWVDC business, not for commercial purposes 
or for other organizations.  It was agreed to send an email to members about this. 

6. The June 14th board meeting will be a joint meeting from 2 to 4 p.m. at the office. 
7. Soltvedt said that Jon Becker, a member of CRANES, is planning an event with 

the descendants of Muir, Leopold, and Nelson, but it is not a CRANES event.  
Casey made a motion to send CRANES $100 to help with CRANES general 
expenses (LWVDC is a founding member of CRANES).  Mortensen seconded.  
Unanimously approved. 

 
Old Business:  Horn updated the Guidestar website. 
 
New Business: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is May 10, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 

The June meeting is June 14, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


