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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MINUTES 

March 8, 2017 
 

Members Present: Presidents Brook Soltvedt and Kathy Fullin (by phone), Barbara 
Mortensen, Ingrid Rothe, Diane Martin Liebert, Sue Fulks, Mike Casey, Helen Horn, Steve 
Ploeser, Mary Anglim, Gail Bliss, Dorothy Wheeler 
Absent: Sue Larson 
 
President Soltvedt called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Casey made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Rothe 
seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Horn presented the report.  Fullin discussed # 4051 – Valentine 
Contributions, which is one-half of last year’s contributions.  It may be that since 50-year 
donations (#4053) are more than double people may have designated that instead.  Fullin will 
draft an email to remind members that contributions may be made until mid-March.  Horn noted 
that bequests and memorial donations are consolidated and deposited into the money market 
fund (#1250).  Horn discussed the proposed budget.  Fullin asked that a line be added after Total 
Expenses called Net Ordinary Income, which would subtract proposed expenses from proposed 
income.  Horn said the proposed budget is based on an assumed membership of 291 members, 
which includes life members, student members, and dues for second members in a household, 
based on the January 2017 membership count.  Anglim asked to increase #5320, Other Local 
Meeting Costs, to $700 based on our increased membership.  Casey moved and Liebert seconded 
a motion to approve the amended budget.  Unanimously approved.  Horn mentioned that she 
visited two websites, Guidestar and Non-profit Facts.  Guidestar had incorrect information about 
LWVDC on the website, and she offered to inform Guidestar about the errors.  The board 
agreed. 
 
Program: Wheeler asked for information as to how well the February program was received 
by the members.  Fullin said that one of our members, who attended a public meeting, had 
concerns about the availability of the agenda, which were forwarded to the committee staff.  The 
consensus is that our members’ attendance at these meetings can be worthwhile for our 
members.  Fullin is willing to put together a list of June public meetings to be sent to our 
members with a link to the meetings on our website.  Soltvedt noted that the April study 
materials are printed and will soon be on our website.  Wheeler is pleased with the March forum.  
The speakers and the content were excellent.  May 17th is the date of the Annual Meeting.  
Wheeler will look into having pizza or sandwiches brought in with food donations also to be 
accepted from members.  Greg Jones from NAACP has agreed to speak, and Rothe will speak to 
him about possible topics.  Wheeler noted that it is time to start thinking about forum topics for 
next year.  Some suggested topics are: women in politics, update on racial disparity in the justice 
system, the Affordable Care Act, undocumented immigrants, and early childhood education.  We 
will discuss possible topics at our April meeting.  Meanwhile, Bliss, Anglim, and Soltvedt 
volunteered to meet with Wheeler to discuss possible topics. 
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Bulletin: Casey will send the draft Bulletin on March 9th.  Comments should be returned by 
March 12th.  Casey would like to explore changes to make the Bulletin more interesting to read.  
He would like to consider format, use of color, hyperlinks, frequency, delivery, and any other 
changes.  Should we charge extra for a paper Bulletin?  Should there be a summer Bulletin?  If 
so, should it be electronic only?  Would it be better to have weekly emails?  We need to know 
how many members have email.  Since we have a lot of donations in the summer they should be 
recognized and many new members recognized as well, so the board thinks it is important to 
have communication over the summer.  Soltvedt moved and Fulks seconded a motion to send a 
summer Bulletin electronically.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Fundraising/ILO: Larson did not attend but sent her report stating that the fundraising 
committee would meet this month (Caryl Terrell, Cathy Berndt, Sue Larson and Brook Soltvedt). 
 
Membership:  Anglim presented a graph she prepared showing our membership totals 
since 1988 from information provided by Elaine Sinagra.  As of the first week in March 2017 we 
have 336 members, a gain of 45 since 12-31-16 and 69 since 12-31-15.  This is a substantial 
increase, even though membership always goes up in the spring thanks to half-year dues (and 
tardy renewals) that are available between January and May.  In line with our efforts to engage 
new members we are planning an event similar to last December’s successful event for new 
members on March 18, 2017 at the Alicia Ashman Library.  We will have a short program on 
how the League works, and Rothe will present information on the Action Team that she is 
convening.  Mary invited board members to join her and Sara Markham in calling new members 
to invite them.  She is preparing a script to use in the calls.  She plans to write an article for the 
April Bulletin inviting ideas for a summer event and asking for more help in contacting new 
members.  Soltvedt said we should consider whether to hold forums on weekends, brown bag 
lunches and other opportunities to bring members together.  Mortensen proposed inviting our 
members to a joint program with Madison Civics Club as it often has themes and speakers that 
are pertinent to our issues. 
 
Voters’ Service:  Bliss reported that Candidates’ Answers (CA) would be in print and 
online for the April 4th election.  Know Your Candidates interviews are being recorded on Friday 
for Circuit Court Branch 12, six Alder races, and Madison Metropolitan School Board 
candidates.  Fullin said we need more moderators.  Mortensen suggested announcing this on 
March 18th.  There is a news item listing the many forums we are moderating or have moderated 
with video links if available.  Bliss said that Verizon is offering to sell a tablet for $30 plus 
$10/month service fee to subscribers.  The Voters’ Service committee meeting will discuss the 
usefulness of a tablet for voter registration.  Bliss is willing to add this to her monthly bill as a 
donation.  A permit for the Dane County Farmer’s Market has been applied for.  Bliss linked our 
website’s Voters’ Service page to the Voting Rights page on Slack for Leading Locally Madison 
website.  Would anybody like to join Slack to see what’s happening on its voting channels?  It 
also has channels on demographics and gerrymandering.  If you would like to join, send an email 
to Bliss, and she can invite you. 
 
Vice-President’s Report: Rothe said that if you attend a meeting hosted by Maribeth Witzel-
Behl on March 20th you can register voters at the March 25th Check Out Voting event at the 
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Madison libraries.  If anyone knows of any non-Madison libraries willing to participate let Rothe 
know so she can include them in the publicity release.   
 
Publicity: Fulks reported that publicity for the April forum is under way.  Press releases 
announcing CA will be submitted March 14th.  She added the Madison Activist Calendar to our 
online publicity postings thanks to Elaine, https://madinforshop.wordpress.com/your-
space/madison-activist-calendar.  If anyone knows of any other websites to post information to 
let Fulks know.   
Fulks report on Voter Education for High School Students Committee: 
Thirteen volunteers have joined the committee and eight plus Soltvedt attended the March 2nd 
meeting.  The committee decided to focus on two main goals: registering high school students 
and helping them become informed voters.  The committee wants to prepare a handout after 
learning about the new voter registration requirements.  The next step should be data collection 
and needs assessment.  This will involve talking with principals and teachers to determine what 
is currently happening in voter education in the schools and to identify programming options that 
would meet their needs.  At its next meeting the committee will identify questions to ask in these 
interviews.  Fulks met with Joe Schmidt, MMSD Social Studies Lead, to learn about the new 
civics test and curriculum offerings in MMSD.  Links to agendas and resources are posted at 
https://sites.google.com/view/lwvdccommittee.  The next committee meeting is 11:00 a.m. April 
6th at Sequoya Library.  
 
Business Systems: Ploeser is working on providing Elaine Sinagra with email 
acknowledgement letters and a system to manage memorial donations better.  He is also working 
with Rothe on downloading “Office” on his computer. 
 
Webmaster: Besides posting CA, Soltvedt introduced a Take Action button and link under “For 
Members”.  She also created PDF’s of the March presentation and video and audio will be 
posted when available, posted the April forum flyer, and updated several news items.  Links have 
been added to state and national positions and the calendar has been updated.  She also modified 
the website by only showing three News items and moving the Twitter feed and Search to the 
bottom of the page. 
 
President’s Report: 

1. Board portfolio reports for the Annual Report are due on March 23rd.  You were 
sent a link to a document containing last year’s report.  You can either edit this 
document or send in a new one. 

2. Our Centennial is coming up.  What is the best way to prepare for it?  Have a 
major speaker, a major program, or creating a booklet are some ideas.  We should 
have a committee to plan this.  Ploeser mentioned that it might be good to co-
ordinate with state and national programs.  Liebert volunteered to start a 
committee. 

3. How should we acknowledge the withdrawal of a candidate in Candidates’ 
Answers?  We should create a policy.  The consensus is to put an item on the 
Frequently Asked Questions page stating, “Candidates who die or withdraw from 
campaigning after they have qualified for the ballot remain on the ballot.  The 
procedure for filling the vacancy if that candidate wins depends on the specific 



FINAL DRAFT 

4 of 4 

office, and is determined by Chapter 17 of Wisconsin Statutes.”  We already have 
this language on our website.  Rothe moved and Ploeser seconded a motion to put 
a reference after the candidates’ name stating, “See FAQ #…”.  There were seven 
yes votes and 3 no votes. 

4. We received information from LWVWI stating, “Nationally, LWV is seeing an 
increase in membership.  People want to DO stuff.  Some are frustrated with the 
somewhat clunky traditions of LWV way.”  We need to look at ways to become 
more nimble and help people become active.  We need to look at some of our 
current rules such as formation of a new league, and the rule that board members 
can’t run for office.  To help people to become more active, LWVWI is adopting 
a new cell phone app that can send action alerts from national or state with 
specific talking points and contact info specific to your residence.  The New York 
League is using it now.  Erin Grunze from LWVWI is helping us use social media 
better.  There are $200 grants from the Joyce Foundation for each League to help 
us improve communication with our members and the public.  The board asked 
the Voters’ Service committee to discuss applying for this grant. 

 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is April 12, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 

The May meeting is May 10, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 
 
     


