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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MINUTES 
November 9, 2016 

 
Members Present:  Presidents Kathy Fullin and Brook Soltvedt, Sue Fulks, Barbara 
Mortensen, Helen Horn, Sue Larson, Mike Casey, Mary Anglim, Gail Bliss 
 
Absent: Steve Ploeser, Dorothy Wheeler, Ingrid Rothe, Diane Martin Liebert 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Bliss made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Casey 
seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Horn presented the report.  There was no unusual income or 
expense.  Non-member general donations (#4063) includes a donation of $1,000 from Epic 
Systems.  Contributions to Candidates’ Answers (CA) (#4080) totaled $1,780 as of Nov. 6th.  The 
cost of printing CA is projected to be $1,800.  
 
Program:  Plans for Lively Issues are complete except for choosing a menu.  The speakers will 
be Doug Erickson from the Wisconsin State Journal (WSJ), who will also bring a WSJ 
photographer, and Dane County Supervisor Heidi Wegleitner.  Board members are requested to 
submit questions to ask the speakers to address.  For study materials we can direct members to 
the WSJ website to read Erickson’s articles.  The mailing for Lively Issues will be sent with the 
directory about Dec. 12th.  The executive committee will make the decision on the mailing 
date.  We discussed the meal cost.  The consensus is that we will have a bigger meal and 
charge up to $25 to include the meal cost and tip.  Rothe will handle the meal arrangement with 
Capitol Lakes.  There will be an option to pay the cost online with a convenience fee added to 
cover the cost of Paypal.  We discussed the use of Oakwood Village as a location for future 
forums.  It is a good facility but the location is not as good as Capitol Lakes for our east side 
members.  The parking lot is not well lit at night, which makes it more fitting for a daytime 
meeting.  Our forums for the rest of our 2016-17 year are at Capitol Lakes.  Kathy Johnson is 
chairing the forum in March on “Common Core”.  For April Mary Anglim, Kathy Fullin, and Katie 
Mulligan are planning a discussion of mental health issues. 
 
Fundraising/ILO:  See treasurer’s report for contributions.  Steve and Mary Ploeser attended 
an Upper Mississippi Inter-league Organization (ILO) meeting at Galena on Oct. 24th to learn 
how to use the Watershed Game.  The cost to purchase the game is $250 – the classroom 
version is $45.  We will discuss whether we want to purchase the game at our next 
meeting.  The ILO’s Facebook page has many new postings: 

• Nov. 1st announcement by the USDA about a $331 million investment for clean water and 
wastewater treatment upgrades in rural communities with 10,000 or fewer residents in 
39 states 

• North Dakota pipeline controversy 
• PBS documentary about ethanol 
• La Crosse newspaper article about the EPA considering canceling Wisconsin’s water 

permitting program and issuing permits itself. 
 
Larson inquired at the Sun Prairie High School about the possibility of having members of Sun 
Prairie Action Resource Coalition provide voter education and voter registration.  The school is 
teaching senior students about the voting process but did not want to have 18-year-old voter 
registration in the school at the present time. 
 



FINAL	

Membership:   No report. 
 
Voters’ Service:   Bliss provided us with voter registration statistics from January to October 
19, 2016.  Through October 19th we registered 4,841 voters and provided Voter ID information to 
3,574 people.  She also provided this information by site.  We registered the most voters at Epic 
Systems and other workplace sites (2,370), the next most at UW (1,016), and the third most at 
high schools.  Students from Northwestern University interviewed Bliss.  Other activities Bliss 
and other LWVDC members participated in: 
        Accompanying people to the WI Department of Motor Vehicles to get an ID 
        Sorting ballots at the Madison Clerk’s office 
        Working as election officials at early voting sites and on Election Day 
        Taking ballots to hospitalized voters and returning them to polling places 
        Staffing the office phone from 9-1 on Election Day 
There were over 51,000 absentee voters in Madison. 
 
Vice-President’s Report:  Fullin reported for Rothe who was absent.  In Madison 122 people 
voted provisionally.  Some people volunteered to contact them to help them get information for 
their Voter ID to have their ballot counted. 
 
Publicity:  Fulks will use the information from the website to create a press release and post on 
online calendars for Lively Issues as soon as the luncheon fee is decided. 
 
Business Systems:  No report. 
 
Webmaster:  Soltvedt reported that she has removed election information from the website and 
added audio and video links for the October forum.  She also posted information about unit and 
board meetings for November, details about Lively Issues, and revised the Donate 
screen.  Statistics for visits to the website show sustained traffic likely due to early voting and 
Candidates’ Answers (CA) was far more important to voters in the primary due to the absence 
of a printed CA.  In October and so far in November about 30% of our visits came from mobile 
devices (phones and tablets) vs. desktop devices and laptops.  Soltvedt would like the board or 
the Voter ID committee to discuss retaining the SRD Central page and issues about using 
senior liaisons for senior centers and senior housing.  Our Facebook page consistently receives 
visits and received 200 comments last month.  The Dane County Clerk offered to pay us to 
boost posts with information about Voter ID on our Facebook page.  Soltvedt did this with one 
post about out-of-state licenses not being valid Voter ID.  That one boosted post received 200 
comments and reactions.  She would like to analyze web statistics with Google Analytics, not 
just the Analytics provided by Squarespace. 
 
President’s Report:  Fullin asked if we should we seek a volunteer to implement the high 
school program developed by Milwaukee County LWV in Dane County.  Fulks provided 
information about the program.  The program trains people to be special registration deputies, 
has a lesson plan for teachers about voting rights, encourages school announcements and 
articles in the student newspaper, and targets 18 year-olds with voter registration 
information.  We discussed the need for volunteers, changes that would need to be made when 
online registration becomes active, adapting this Milwaukee County program to Dane County, 
possibilities for a web-based program, possibility for a pilot program, and the need to get 
schools interested.  At the present time we know that Sun Prairie senior social studies classes 
study elections.  Fulks will talk to someone who is retired from Madison schools in order to 
contact people who might be interested in something like the Milwaukee project.  She will also 
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write an article for the February Bulletin to see if there is member interest in working on the 
project. 
 
Old Business:    We discussed election official experiences. 
 
New Business:    None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is December 14, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 
The January meeting is January 11, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary  
 
	


