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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MINUTES 
October 12, 2016 

  
Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin & Brook Soltvedt, Sue Larson, Mike Casey, Ingrid 
Rothe, Helen Horn, Gail Bliss, Barbara Mortensen, Dorothy Wheeler, Steve Ploeser, Mary 
Anglim, Diane Martin Liebert  Absent:  Sue Fulks 
  
President Fullin called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
  
Secretary’s Report: Liebert moved and Horn seconded a motion to approve the minutes 
prepared by Rothe as amended.  Unanimously approved. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: Liebert said that Anchor Bank, where we have accounts, has been sold to 
Old National Bank.  There were no questions about the report. 
  
Program: Wheeler reported that 102 people attended the last forum.  She plans to 
send emails to the two speakers, Kevin Kennedy and Todd Berry, thanking them.  In November, 
Dick Smith, a retired judge will be the speaker.  He represents Citizens Climate Lobby.  Steve 
Schooler of Porchlight or Heidi Wegleitner, a Dane County Board Supervisor, are suggested 
speakers for our January Lively Issues topic, Homelessness.  Wheeler would like to have one of 
the reporters from the Wisconsin State Journal who wrote an article on homelessness as a 
speaker as well.  We need to have costs and menus finalized by the next meeting.  Rothe 
offered to look into this.  Wheeler will be away the month of February.  She suggests that we 
publicize meetings of city and county committees by email so members may attend any of them 
or watch them on television.  Then they could discuss them at unit meetings.  Any other ideas 
are welcome.  Kathy Johnson will prepare the March program on “Common Core”. 
  
Bulletin: No report. 
  
Fundraising/ILO: Larson said the fall fundraising emphasis is on non-member donations to 
support the cost of printing Candidates’ Answers (CA).  Two categories of non-members 
received letters: non-member contributors who made contributions from 2003-2015 and 
potential non-member contributors who were solicited between 2003-2015. The mailing list was 
compiled from consolidating a list from the Access software and an Excel list that was formerly 
used.  The mailing was for approximately 160 letters.  In addition, Kathy Johnson supplied a list 
of seven people to request donations from. 
  
Soltvedt provided a list of printing costs for CA, which show that spring election printing costs 
are more than fall printing costs. 
         Spring 2016 $3,680 
         Spring 2015  3,680 
         Fall 2014       1,776 
         Spring 2014  3,006 
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         Spring 2013  3,346 
         Fall 2012       1,775 
         Spring 2012  3,680 
         Spring 2011  3,115 
         Fall 2010       1,195 
  
There is no report on the ILO. 
  
Membership: Anglim, Rothe, and Ploeser met with our office administrator to discuss 
getting a list of members who have not renewed in order to send out renewal reminders in 
November.  There are 80 members who have not renewed for 2016-17.  Mary and Steve will 
meet to improve the membership query.  All non-renewed members will also receive a personal 
contact.  Rothe agreed to contact the residents of Capitol Lakes.  Lapsed members will continue 
to receive forum announcements by email, but will not get the Bulletin or member directory.  
They may still receive special mailings such as fundraising appeals.  LWVWI and LWVUS use 
our membership count as of January 31st to charge us for the upcoming year.  Future mailings 
will use larger labels (1” X 4”) to allow room for an expiration date to appear on the label.  The 
label format in the Access software needs to be revised to add the date.  Anglim gave a talk at 
the Madison Civics Club on October 1st that she felt went well.  Fullin said that we are down to 
our last 200 membership brochures so a new brochure needs to be prepared in 2017. 
  
Publicity: Fulks emailed press releases about the online posting of CA to local 
media outlets and community newspapers.  She also posted a notice about the November 
forum on online calendars.  Further publicity for the forum will be completed when she returns 
from traveling. 
  
Voters’ Service: Bliss provided statistics for voter registration from August 10th to October 
9th and broke them down from the September board meeting to the October board meeting.  Up 
to October 9th 2,235 people were registered, 420 couldn’t register due to lack of documentation, 
and 1,154 were provided information on how to register.  The one-month statistics were 1,046 
people registered, 140 couldn’t register, and 482 were given information.  Bliss will write a report 
for the March Bulletin giving the registration statistics for 2016.  She needs to find someone to 
help with hospitalized voters.  A Lake Mills member will go to Cambridge High School to register 
voters. 
  
Vice-President’s Report: Rothe said that statistically people lack proof of residence more 
often than any other reason for not registering.  “Electoral Dysfunction” is an interesting movie to 
see.  A location for registering UW students has been added at 333 E. Campus Mall.  LWVDC 
has been advocating for the added location.  The Urban League Young Professionals contacted 
us about registering voters on October 8th. 
  
Business Systems: Ploeser is working on the needs outlined in the Membership Report. 
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Webmaster: Soltvedt reported that CA is now on our website along with articles on 
Sun Prairie, events that we are participating in, Judge Peterson’s response to the WI 
Department of Motor Vehicle’s issuance of voter ID’s, and the registration events at Epic 
Systems.  Many links to websites have been added to try to keep up with changes with Voter ID.  
We now have software called G Suite, which has tools we can use in the future.  Our new email 
address, office@lwvdanecounty.org is now operational. 
  
Presidents’ Report: 
1.  The Madison City Clerk’s budget needs additional money for training and additional poll 
workers now that Voter ID is in effect.  Fullin testified to the Board of Estimates about this 
problem on October 11th. Alder Mike Verveer endorsed a commitment to provide the Clerk with 
more money.  Members of the Board of Estimates commended the LWVDC for its efforts on the 
Voter ID issue. 
2.  The Capital Times stated erroneously that LWVDC provided absentee ballots to jail inmates.  
Fullin will write a letter to clarify this.  
  
Old Business: None 
  
New Business: Larson said that Glen Schmidt of the Union Labor News (ULN) would like 
someone from LWVDC to write a letter to the ULN about Voter ID.  Bliss volunteered.  Rothe 
mentioned that ~30% of people attempting to register at EPIC and UW didn’t have a WI driver’s 
license. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 3:43 p.m. 
  

The next meeting is November 9, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
The December meeting is December 14, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 
 


