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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 
August 10, 2016 

Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin and Brook Soltvedt, Ingrid Rothe, Helen Horn, 
Barbara Mortensen, Gail Bliss, Susan Fulks, Mike Casey, Dorothy Wheeler, Sue Larson, Mary 
Anglim.  Absent: Steve Ploeser, Diane Martin Liebert. 
 
President Fullin called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Mortensen moved and Rothe seconded a motion to approve the July 16, 
2016 minutes prepared by Gail Bliss as amended.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Horn discussed the possibility of getting an audit as proposed by Casey at 
the last meeting.  In Casey’s experience as a member of other non-profit organizations, audits 
were conducted every 3 to 5 years.  Horn provided her research in a written summary.  Some of 
her points were: 

• Informally a CPA has been checking our books and answering her questions during her 
involvement as treasurer. 

• We are not required by law to have an audit until our income is at least $300,000 per 
year.  Our annual income has ranged between $50,000 and $60,000 annually in recent 
years.  Cost of an audit would be approximately $3,500 to $4,000.  A review (a less 
intensive procedure) would cost about $2,500.  

• Another option called a “compilation” is to hire an accountant to prepare financial 
statements and IRS form 990 for about $1,000 to $1,500.  Currently the treasurer prepares 
form 990 annually. 

• Another level of service called “an agreed upon procedures” review is for an inspection of 
our procedures to guard against fraud, etc.  It might cost about $1,000. 

• The consensus is that we continue according to our current procedures.  In February, 
2017 we’ll talk about the treasurer’s responsibilities if the nominating committee has 
trouble finding a new treasurer.  
In other financial business, a meeting of the financial advisory committee is being planned 

in the near future to discuss our investments.  Current year-to-date income and expenses and the 
2016-17 budget along with the YTD balance sheet can be found in the board packet. 
 
Program: Wheeler reported that she has reserved the meeting room at Capitol Lakes for all 
months except November when we will meet at Oakwood West.  We also have the restaurant at 
Capitol Lakes reserved for Lively Issues in January.  The meeting room and restaurant are on 
different floors so she will need a volunteer to direct people to the elevators.  All arrangements for 
the September meeting are in place except for the social hour starting at 6:00 p.m. where she 
needs volunteers to bring refreshments and to set up and clean up afterwards.  She still needs to 
confirm Kevin Kennedy to speak in October.  Todd Berry has already been confirmed.  Fulks 
stated she needs all pertinent information for publicity about October by August 15th.  The 
November program is arranged except for the planning for setting up microphones and other 
equipment for the speakers.  Soltvedt will check on the set up.  As to the Lively Issues in January, 
the consensus was that we should have one topic.  Homelessness is the preferred topic with 
racial disparity in Dane County as the second choice.  In February Wheeler is considering not 
having a forum but rather asking our members to either visit county, municipal, or School Board 
meetings or view them online and discuss them at units.  Anglim suggested that she identify the 
most interesting committees, as not all are equally interesting.  Kathy Johnson has agreed to chair 
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the March forum with “Common Core” as the topic.  The April topic will be mental illness in Dane 
County.  Anglim, Fullin and Katie Mulligan have expressed an interest in organizing this forum. 
 
Bulletin: Casey set a deadline of August 12th for submission of articles, as he needs to 
provide finished copy to Elaine by August 18th for mailing on August 25th.  The deadline for 
submission of articles for October is September 9th. 
 
Fundraising: Larson reported that so far $1,535 in donations has come in with membership 
renewals.  She is sending invitations to members who she thinks might agree to send donation 
appeals to non-members.  She reported that the Upper Mississippi River Region Interleague 
Organization (ILO) has a number of interesting postings on its Facebook page.  Soltvedt noted 
that a number of people joining or renewing online indicated they were including additional 
donations, but the amount they actually paid online was just their membership fee.  She plans to 
review the online interface to improve the instructions asking for donations in the membership 
renewal form online. 
 
Membership: Anglim reported that as of 8-4-16, there were 131 new and returning members, 
including both members of joint households.  With our 29 fifty-year members that gives us 
160.  On August 8th the office sent renewal reminder emails to about 107 members who haven’t 
renewed.  She has identified about 33 more members who should have been included and who 
will get email reminders.  She has been working with Ploeser to generate a list of non-
renewals.  We have at least 14 new members since May.  Karen Gunderson is calling new 
members to welcome them. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss will ask the city clerk or the mayor’s office for help in securing a free 
permit to park the “Gear Up to Vote” car near the square on August 28th.  She received a request 
from the Lutheran Campus Ministry to have someone available at its Tuesday social justice 
luncheon on November 8th to answer student questions about voting and help them find their 
polling place.  Larson will call two people who might be able to attend.  The postcards sent to new 
registrants by the Wisconsin Elections Commission no longer include their polling place location, 
but we can tell people that “MyVote” is 98% accurate about voting locations.  Three cab rides to 
the DMV were given in July.  Seven people were registered at the Hill Farms market and five were 
given voting information.  There is a problem with the DOT issuing ID’s for homeless people using 
the social service provider address instead of the place where the homeless usually locate.  The 
problem is that their polling place may be very far from their actual location and makes it difficult 
to get to the polling place.  The Madison city clerk prefers that homeless people designate their 
usual location (shelter or street intersection) as their residence.  Soltvedt requested that Bliss talk 
to Cheryl Daniels about writing new questions for candidate interviews for November so that the 
questions used for the primary interviews, which did not include independent candidates, would 
not give an advantage to those who were already interviewed.  Rob Dicke, Executive Director of 
the Dane County Housing Authority, contacted Anglim to ask if we would provide volunteers to 
counsel and/or register people at the homeless day resource center.  Rothe moved to authorize 
Anglim to work with Dicke on a memorandum of understanding to do this.  Larson 
seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Vice-President’s Report: Rothe reported that the Voter ID Coalition is planning to hold voter 
registration events at food banks, grocery stores, and other locations on September 27th, which is 
National Voter Registration Day.  The NAACP has not appointed a co-chair for the Coalition.  We 
need to contact Union Cab to find out if it will give rides to the polls from communities adjacent to 
Madison, because on August 9th a Fitchburg voter was denied a ride to the polls.  Fullin will check 
on this. 
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Publicity: Fulks sent out a press release notifying community media that Candidates’ 
Answers (CA) was posted on our website.  She created a flyer for the September forum and has 
posted it on online calendars.  Press releases will be sent out in the next two weeks to the press 
and other community organizations.  She will post an announcement on Facebook this week. 
 
Business Systems: No report. 
 
Webmaster: Soltvedt reported that a total of about 4,000 visits were made to our website on the 
day before and the day of the August 9th primary election.  She has posted news about the “Gear 
Up To Vote” car and about recent court rulings concerning voter ID issues.  She is working on 
updating the voting information for CA and the website, but it is difficult to remain current with the 
changing court rulings.  She requested that the board instruct her about how to handle the web 
pages she created for the primary election when she creates new web pages for the general 
election in November.  One choice is to preserve a copy of the primary pages, which results in an 
unmanageable number of pages.  The other is to edit the primary pages, which will not preserve 
a copy of those pages but is much simpler.  The board felt that it wasn’t necessary to preserve a 
copy of the primary pages. 
 
President’s Report:  
1.              Our bylaws do not conform to the LWVUS bylaws.  We must change the word “citizens” to 
“persons” and lower the age to join to 16 in our membership requirements.  The proposed change 
to Article III, Section 2 is: 
a)              Voting Members 

i)               Persons at least 16 years of age who join the League in Dane County shall be 
voting members of the local League, LWVWI, and LWVUS. 
ii)             Those who have been members of the League for 50 years or more shall be life 
members excused from the payment of dues. 

Bliss moved and Soltvedt seconded approval of this change.  Unanimously approved. 
2.              Do we want to continue working with Kelly Warren to record our programs for radio 
distribution?  The past payment for this has been $40.  Rothe moved and Casey seconded a 
motion to continue.  Unanimously approved. 
3.              Two board members need to be appointed to the Nominating Committee.  Horn and Fullin 
volunteered.  Mortensen moved and Rothe seconded their appointment.  Unanimously approved. 
4.              A request for $25 for dues to the Lake Michigan Region League organization has been 
received.  Rothe moved and Wheeler seconded a motion to pay the dues.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business: Our office administrator has requested that we get all our board reports in 
by the Monday evening before the board meeting so she can prepare them on Tuesday.  Also, 
any requests to her for information needed for our Board reports should be made in the week 
before the meeting, so she has time to gather the information.  Mortensen informed the board she 
would be unable to take minutes at the September meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 

 
The next meeting is September 14, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 

The October meeting will be October 12, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 
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