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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

June 15, 2016 
 
Members Present:  Presidents Kathy Fullin and Brook Soltvedt, Barbara Mortensen, 
Gail Bliss, Helen Horn, Diane Martin Liebert, Mike Casey, Susan Fulks, Sue Larson, Karen 
Gunderson, Dorothy Wheeler, Ingrid Rothe.  Absent Steve Ploeser, Mary Anglim 
 
President Fullin called the meeting to order at 1:55 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Casey moved and Rothe seconded a motion to approve the  
May 18, 2016 minutes.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Liebert and Horn reported that non-member contributions (#4060) 
are down slightly from last year; however, member contributions (#4050) are up about $850.  
The Ogg Fund income (#4090) is down about $1,000 but last year it was unusually high due to a 
funding change where we received five payments.  Our next Ogg Fund payment comes in July.  
The Evjue Grant (#5284) doesn’t have overhead included as an expense.  The consensus was that 
it might be a good idea to include overhead when applying for future grants, unless the overhead 
is offered as our contribution to the project.  Rothe, Horn, and Liebert will discuss a procedure to 
submit bills under our agreement with Dane County to enable us to receive reimbursement for 
money expended for cab rides to enable people to obtain Voter ID’s. 
 
Program: Wheeler presented her suggestions for future programs.  The September program 
discussing election results and the possible effect of Voter ID requirements has been arranged by 
Fullin and Rothe.  The October discussion of money in politics needs volunteers to work on it.  
We discussed possible speakers.  Suggestions were Jonathan Becker, who was the former 
administrator of the Ethics Division of the GAB, Todd Berry of the Taxpayers Alliance, Kevin 
Kennedy, former director of the GAB, and Barry Burden a UW professor.  Liebert volunteered to 
arrange a speaker and will ask Ploeser to join her.  Wheeler said she needs to have speakers 
arranged by the end of July.  For November we agreed to have climate change as the topic and 
will use the program Stabilizing World Climate prepared by the Madison Area Citizens Climate 
Lobby.  Soltvedt will contact Adolf Gundersen of the Climate Lobby and will put the study 
materials together.  Mental Health issues among jail inmates was suggested as a topic for the 
January Lively Issues program as well as the treatment of women politicians.  We deferred 
further discussion of the January Lively Issues program and the March and April programs until 
our next meeting.  All programs will be held at Capitol Lakes except November, which will be 
held at Oakwood Village West. 
 
Bulletin: Gunderson said the summer Bulletin is completed.  Casey will prepare a schedule 
for future Bulletins in July.  Gunderson’s email summarizing the Bulletin schedule has been 
helpful, and it would be good to continue it.  Soltvedt suggested that all members of the board 
use a joint calendar to enter important dates.  It was suggested that a report on the LWV-WI 
annual meeting would be good for the next Bulletin.  Soltvedt will write the report.  She already 
has the keynote speech, Emerging Voters in Wisconsin, given by Colleen Gruszynski, on the 
LWVDC website. 
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Membership:  Anglim reported that she worked with Ploeser, Fullin, Soltvedt, and office 
administrator, Elaine Sinagra, to finalize the member interest form.  Renewal letters will be 
mailed the end of June.  In August she will contact members who have not renewed. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss said we’ve registered almost 1,500 people so far this year.  We 
registered between 700-800 alone from Epic.  She has been participating in “Check Out Voting” 
with the Voter ID Coalition.  Volunteers registered seven people at the Square last Saturday.  
Bliss expects registration to pick up August 15th.  The SRD Central page of our website has an 
easy-to-use form for reporting the number of registrations and other voter education contacts at 
each site.  The information from each report is recorded automatically in a spreadsheet.  The 
Dane County Health and Human Needs subcommittee passed a resolution permitting use of a 
county address for the homeless to receive mail, which is necessary in order for them to receive a 
Voter ID.  Bliss and Fullin testified in favor of the resolution.   
 
Publicity: Fulks will begin sending out publicity for the September 7th forum in early 
August.  She wondered if we should continue distributing our flyers to the libraries, as there is no 
indication that they get posted or how long they stay up.  We decided that we would discontinue 
this practice.  Fullin said our email list needs to continue to have the flyer included, as there are 
indications that emailing to online calendars, newspapers, other organizations, and Facebook gets 
results.  We should target emails to organizations that are interested in the topic at least a month 
before the forum.  Board members could inform Fulks of organizations that can be added to her 
list. 
 
Business Systems: Fullin reported that Ploeser established a query that permitted Elaine to 
identify the individuals who should receive email acknowledgements. 
 
Fundraising:  Larson reported that as of May 31st 42 members responded to the May 
Member Challenge.  Six challenge grant donors gave a total of $3,500 as the match and $4,745 
was received for a total of $8,145.  Thank you letters were mailed to those who gave $250 or 
more and email acknowledgements were sent to those who gave less than $250 and online 
donors.  She wants to expand the list of members who will send appeals to their friends.  About 
25% of people who receive the appeals respond.  ILO: The Upper Mississippi River Region 
Interleague Organization newsletter editor resigned.  A communications chair and other officers 
are also needed.  A presentation at the LWV-US annual meeting will be given on water usage 
and climate. 
 
Webmaster: Soltvedt has updated the voting information page on our website with dates 
relating to the August election.  When the Government Accountability Board expires she’ll 
update the website with the new information about the new Elections Committee. 
 
Vice-President’s Report: Rothe reported that the Voter ID Coalition held a phone bank and 
contacted hundreds of registered voters who may not have an ID.  About twelve people who may 
have needed assistance were identified.  The LWVDC and the NAACP founded the Voter ID 
Coalition.  Since the founding, other organizations have joined it including two Rotary groups 
and some neighborhood groups.  Larson offered to go to the next outreach meeting of the 
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Coalition to discuss encouraging religious groups to participate in the organization.  “Check Out 
Voting” registered eighteen voters and talked to about 250 people about Voter ID.  Press 
coverage was good for “Check Out Voting” in the beginning but is less so now.  The Milwaukee 
LWV has put together a curriculum about voting that we could use in our local high schools.  
The curriculum is on its website.  Fulks volunteered to investigate implementing this curriculum 
in Madison high schools. 
 
President’s Report: 

a. Madison Police Review Request for Proposal.  Anglim and Fullin attended 
meetings about development of the RFP.  The Board of Estimates voted 
unanimously to support the projected cost of $400,000.  Fullin believes the 
Capitol Police and UW Police should be counted in assessing the number of 
police officers needed by the city. 

b. Charter.  Soltvedt said we’ve switched to Charter.  There were some glitches – 
some were fixed and some remain to be fixed.  The voicemail is very complicated 
and the copier software still needs to be updated.  For now we are continuing to 
pay TDS for mail service with our @chorus.net address.  Soltvedt is researching 
conversion to a Google nonprofit account using the same domain as our website 
with Squarespace (@lwvdanecounty.org). 

c. Candidates’ Answers.  LWV-WI contacted all state and federal candidates via 
VOTE411.org.  We contacted all state and federal candidates who represent Dane 
County via email only (except for Peter Theron and Mark Pocan who got only 
hard-copy letters) to encourage them to respond to the state league.  We contacted 
Dane County candidates via regular mail and email, which provided a link to 
respond to our questions for CA. 

d. Dates and Times.  2017 dates for forums will be February 1st (if the office 
schedule permits), March 1st, and April 5th   at Capitol Lakes.  Lively Issues will be 
January 14, 2017.  2016 board meetings are scheduled for July 13th, August 10th, 
September 14th, October 12th, November 9th, and December 14th.  2017 board 
meetings are scheduled for January 11th, February 8th, March 8th, April 12th, May 
10th, and June 14th.  All board meetings will be from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. starting 
July 13th. 

 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business: Mortensen will be absent for the July 13th, September 14th, January 11th, 
and February 8th meetings.  Bliss will write the minutes on July 13th. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is July 13th at 2:00 p.m. at the office. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


