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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

April 20, 2016 
 

Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin and Brook Soltvedt, Ingrid Rothe, Edith Sullivan, 
Barbara Mortensen, Steve Ploeser, Mary Anglim, Karen Gunderson, Gail Bliss, Sue Larson, 
Dorothy Wheeler, guest.  Absent: Susan Fulks, Helen Horn, Diane Martin Liebert. 
 
President Soltvedt called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  The board welcomed Dorothy 
Wheeler, who has been nominated as Program Chair starting in July 2016. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  The minutes of March 16, 2016 were unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Liebert was absent but Fullin discussed the report that she 
submitted.  We discussed the donation from First Unitarian Society.  Bliss said the donation of 
approximately $500.00 should be used for Candidates’ Answers (CA).  The consensus agreed.  
Fullin said we appear on track to finish up the year in the black. 
 
Program: Sullivan said she met with Lisa Olson, the Program and Events manager at 
Capitol Lakes, to discuss arrangements for our annual meeting.  She is still looking for people to 
bring food and beverages to the meeting.  Madison City Channel will not record the speaker; 
however, Kelly Warren will produce a pod cast and the Sun Prairie channel will video.  Sullivan 
gave us a list of possible topics for next year’s programs that she and Wheeler prepared.  We 
narrowed down the list, and she will present this list to the attendees at the meeting to see who is 
interested in serving on a committee for any of the topics.  In addition she will write an article for 
the Bulletin seeking volunteers for the committees.  She and Wheeler will also try to align the 
topics with League state and national issues that are being proposed at those levels.  
 
Bulletin: Gunderson discussed her proposed list of articles for the summer Bulletin due out 
in late June.  The deadline for submission is May 31st.   She has also started a list of proposed 
articles for the September Bulletin.  
 
Membership:  Anglim received many inquiries about membership and volunteering since 
mid-March.  Of these inquiries at least ten people have joined and one donation has been 
received.  She attributes this to the attention voter registration has received this year.  Now it’s 
important to help these new members get engaged in LWVDC.  Karen Gunderson and Cathy 
Berndt have offered to help her with phone calls welcoming new members and inviting them to 
join a unit and attend forums.  She believes that this personal attention is critical in retaining 
members.  On April 26th she will meet with Ploeser, Soltvedt, and Elaine to establish a system to 
identify and contact lapsed members in a timely fashion.  Mortensen suggested involving unit 
leaders to invite people to their meetings.  Anglim asked anyone who has suggestions for altering 
the membership interest sheets send them to her by May 10th.  Ploeser will send a copy of the 
current sheet to us. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss reported on yesterday’s meeting of the Voter ID Steering 
Committee.  The subcommittee reviewed the informational card related to Union Cab providing 
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rides to the Department of Motor Vehicles to obtain voter ID’s.  This card will be printed for 
distribution to individuals who need ID’s at food pantries, libraries, and social service agencies.  
Committee members will contact people who submitted provisional ballots and didn’t follow up 
to ask if they need help to obtain a Voter ID. 
 
Publicity: No report. 
 
Business Systems: Ploeser is preparing the system for sending email acknowledgments for 
the May Challenge Grant as well as the possibility of using email for most acknowledgments.   
 
Fundraising/Interleague Organization: Larson has been working on the May Member 
Challenge appeal letter and contacting potential challenge grant donors.  We had four donors last 
year including Bliss, Soltvedt and Horn.  The final tally for the February 14th LWV Birthday 
appeal is $5,009 including a generous gift of $1,000.  This year there were fewer but larger 
donations. 
On April 4th the board of the Upper Mississippi River Region Interleague Organization (ILO) 
met in Madison.  LWVDC member Mary Ploeser attended and has agreed to represent LWVDC 
as an Action Committee member.  There are now 58 member leagues from Iowa, Minnesota, 
Illinois, and Wisconsin.  The group agreed that the ILO will develop an action plan with overall 
goals and member leagues will implement actions appropriate to their states.  The LWV-US is 
not proactive on water issues, leaving the states and regional groups to act on them; however, it 
is working on having a federal advisory committee to act as a resource for information.  The ILO 
board wants to promote a highly valued but expensive Watershed Game.  The Jo Davies County 
League from Galena, IL used grant funding to purchase two sets, and other leagues are 
encouraged to look for funds to do the same, perhaps from local civic organizations such as 
Rotary.  The ILO board also wants to hold 100 meetings to honor the league’s 100th birthday by 
2018.  LWVDC could consider using one of our monthly forums as one of the 100.  ILO 
newsletter editor, Bonnie Cox, of Galena, has posted two online newsletters in which each state 
is to have a column.  She would like members to submit material such as newspaper articles and 
pertinent water websites to feature.  The ILO also has a Facebook page for members to visit and 
‘like’.  The ILO treasurer is writing grant applications to seek funds for ILO activities.  Gov. 
Branstad of Iowa has approved a 1/8th of one percent sales tax to go to water projects in Iowa.  
Dale Robertson, a member of the US Geological Survey with the WI Water Science Center 
(wi.water.usgs.gov), made a presentation of SPARROW (Spatially Referenced Regression on 
Watershed Attributes).  Several ILO board members plan to attend the LWV-US convention to 
introduce the ILO.  The next meetings of the group are June 6th in the Twin Cities and August 1st 
in Madison.  Interested league members are welcome to attend. 
 
Webmaster: Soltvedt reported that our website use is up from a year ago.  There were about 
3,000 visits over two days in April 2015 and almost 4,000 visits during the April 2016 election.  
 
Vice-President’s Report: Rothe reported that more dates are planned for “Check Out 
Voting” events.  The agreement between Union Cab and the Voter ID Coalition has been signed.  
The agreement for the LWVDC to act as fiscal agent for the Coalition is almost ready.  She has 
verbal agreement for Dane County to provide funds for cab rides to obtain voter ID’s but needs 
to get a written agreement. 
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President’s Report: 

a. Soltvedt discussed using email acknowledgements for membership payments and 
donations.  It was agreed that larger donations should receive a letter. 

b. We discussed the transition to Charter from TDS.  We need to buy a new and 
better router for between $100 and $200.  We can have numerous email accounts 
for various committees or board members.  One will be 
office@lwvdanecounty.org to match our website name.  We will keep our old 
email address, lwvdc@chorus.net for at least a year since that name still appears 
on stationery, brochures, etc.  The cost is $2 per month. 

 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is May 18, 2016. 
 

On June 15, 2016 there will be a potluck at Kathy Fullin’s house at 12:30 p.m. 
The board meeting is at 2:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 
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