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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 

BOARD MEETING 

September 17, 2014 

 

Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin and Ingrid Rothe, Mary Anglim, Sybil Better, Gail 

Bliss, Mary Conroy, Karen Gunderson by phone, Helen Horn, Kathy Johnson. Sue Larson, 

Brook Soltvedt  

 

President Rothe called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  On a motion by Fullin and a second by Johnson, the board approved the 

minutes of the August meeting.   

 

Treasurer’s Report: Conroy highlighted items in the September 16
th

 income and expenses 

report including the receipt of an Ogg Fund disbursement, the carryover of grant funds, an 

increase in rental income and a payment for new directors insurance.   

 

Horn distributed preliminary annual statements for FY 2013-14.  She will be meeting with a 

CPA to clarify reporting of capital gains resulting from a stock sale.  As a nonprofit, the 

LWVDC does not have to pay taxes on capital gains, but must report them. 

 

President’s Report: 

a. The December meeting will be held on December 10, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 

b. Susan Fulks will fill the publicity position in an off-board capacity. 

c. Ingrid Rothe and Helen Horn will represent the Board on the nominating 

committee.   

d. The document prepared by the nominating committee was discussed and the 

following changes were recommended:  modify language relating to who will be 

called about board vacancies, include voter service among the positions requiring 

a low profile during board service, and indicate that materials should be updated 

rather than created where possible. 

e. On a motion by Bliss and a second by Horn, Brook Soltvedt was appointed to the 

board.  She will continue to serve as webmaster. 

f. Soltvedt volunteered to purchase supplies (cups, napkins, plates, tablecloth and a 

carrying tub) and store them for future social hours.  Larson encouraged the use of 

recyclables. 

 

Vice-President’s Report:  Better summarized the proposed changes to the LWVDC bylaws.  On 

a motion by Horn and a second by Johnson, these revised bylaws were approved.  The document 

will be forwarded to the LWVWI for review.  It must subsequently be approved by members at 

the annual meeting. 

 

Bulletin:  Gunderson said the deadline for the November bulletin is October 2
nd

.  Items and 

authors were identified.  It was suggested that feedback from unit meetings be included in future 

issues of the Bulletin.   
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Membership:  Anglim reported that letters had been sent to members who have not yet renewed.  

In addition, letters were sent to state members-at-large encouraging them to join the LWVDC.  

Rothe noted that there are people who believe that a contribution to the LWVUS makes them a 

LWVDC member.  The possibility of obtaining access to the names of LWVUS supporters 

living in Dane County will be raised with the LWVUS President when she is in Madison in 

October.   

 

The increasing size of our membership is creating some problems in sending emails to members.  

Soltvedt indicated that there is software to address this. 

 

Publicity:  Fullin indicated that online/email fliers seem to be more effective in drawing people 

to our meetings than hard copies.  Rothe volunteered to continue to bring printed copies to the 

central library for distribution to branch libraries. 

 

Voters’ Service:  Bliss presented statistics on recent registrants at St Vincent and the Farmers’ 

Market.  At these sites, many people lacked proof of residence or lived in an area not served by 

the SRD.   

 

Based on a recent federal court decision, voters will be required to show IDs at the polls in 

November.  Bliss reported that there are inconsistencies in the information about free voter IDs 

being distributed by different agencies and organizations.  City government and other groups are 

trying to organize transportation to the DMV for individuals needing voter IDs.   

 

Soltvedt presented graphics showing that there is heavy use of the LWVDC website on Election 

Day and the day before.    

 

Program:  Johnson led a discussion about the calendar.  The schedule is as follows: 

November – K-4 education is the topic.  Carol Carstensen is the organizer.   

January – Same sex marriage in Wisconsin is the topic and Tamara Packard is the speaker.  

Luncheon location remains to be determined.   

February – Equal rights is the topic.  Kathy Fullin will contact LWVWI about materials. 

March – Human trafficking is the topic.  Rothe will make initial contacts. 

April – Topic will be some aspect of county government.   

 

Bliss recommended that the LWVDC office phone message be modified to suggest that callers 

consult the LWVDC website during nonworking hours. 

 

Business Systems:  Rothe helped to identify members who have not yet renewed. 

 

Fund Raising:  Larson reported that she reworked the CA fundraising letter.  She requested 

clarification of her role responsibilities. Soltvedt indicated that she plans to redo the LWVDC 

website which will make online donation easier.   

 

Old Business:  None. 
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New Business:  Bliss identified the potential recipient of a LWVDC scholarship.   

 

An order will be placed for 50 LWV buttons.  Some will be sold as a fundraiser.   

 

The LWVDC apron from 1995 (Clean up politics and elect women) that Bliss wore to the 

September meeting was very well received.  Fran Bicknell, its owner, is willing to have it 

auctioned off as a fundraiser. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:22 p.m. 

 

The next meeting is October 15
th

 at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sybil Better, Vice President 

 

 


