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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

March 19, 2014 
 
Members Present: Presidents Ingrid Rothe and Kathy Fullin (by phone), Mary Conroy, Helen 
Horn, Sybil Better, Barbara Mortensen, Kathy Johnson, Karen Gunderson, Gail Bliss, Pat Kippert 
 
President Rothe called the meeting to order at 1:00. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Horn moved and Conroy seconded approval of the February minutes.  
Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Conroy presented the treasurer’s report.  Horn discussed the proposed budget 
for 2014-15.  There are no big changes from 2013-14.  The financial advisory committee met last 
summer and took $10,000 from our memorial fund and put it in the money market fund (lines 1200 
and 1250 of the balance sheet).  Horn said there is a proposal before the court to change the Ogg 
Fund to a unitary trust and pay out a portion of the value from the fund besides dividends and 
interest.  Horn expects the court to approve this so the proposed budget (line 4090) shows next 
year’s payment from the Ogg Fund at $4,000 rather than the $3,000 budgeted in 2013-14.  She will 
explain this to our members in the annual meeting packet and at the annual meeting.  Gunderson 
asked if LWVUS or LWVWI has plans to raise the PMP or PMA (lines 5710 and 5720 in the 
proposed budget).  Horn doesn’t know of any plans to raise the payments.  Better moved to approve 
the proposed budget and Bliss seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
President’s Report:  

a. The date and time of the June joint board meeting is set for June 18, 2014 at 12:00 at 
Kathy Johnson’s house. 

b. Candidates’ Forums chairperson Priscilla Thain joined us to discuss whether or not we 
should suggest a donation from groups for moderating their forums.  Mortensen 
suggested that moderators take a few minutes to talk about LWV.  Fullin said we 
shouldn’t be shy about asking for donations.  Rothe said that most moderating requests 
come to the office, and the office could send an email after the forum to ask if the group 
had any questions or comments.  The moderator could also put out our brochures and 
membership information.  The consensus is that moderators should make an effort to 
talk about upcoming LWV-DC events, membership, and the opportunity to donate. 

c. We discussed permanently increasing our administrator’s office hours from 15 to 16.  
Horn moved to increase hours to 16.  Conroy seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

d. We discussed changing Article VI, Section 1 Enumeration and Election of Officers to 
allow for co-presidents.  Horn said LWVWI has to review any proposed change.  Fullin 
and Rothe will discuss this with a committee of past presidents and propose a language 
change for the 2015 annual meeting. 

e. Ogg Trust – See the treasurer’s report. 
f. We discussed changes to the Member Interest Sheet and making membership application 

a part of the sheet instead of printing it on a separate envelope.  The consensus was that 
this is a good idea.  That is easier than printing the envelopes we use now, especially if 
there are changes to the information on the application.  We could also use standard 
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envelopes instead of special envelopes.  We also discussed discontinuing emailing the 
bulletin and study materials since few people ask for email, and it brings us below the 
minimum bulk mailing requirement of 200 copies.  The consensus was in favor of this. 

g. LWVWI Annual Meeting is Friday and Saturday, May 30-31.  Who is interested in 
going?  Horn will go and Bliss will go Friday only. 

h. The Board discussed whether oral reports were needed at the Annual Meeting for non-
voting items.  Johnson indicated she wants to discuss next year’s program, and Kippert 
wants to talk about the May Member Challenge.  It was agreed that others who did not 
wish to make an oral report could simply ask if there are questions or comments about 
the printed reports for their issue area. 

 
Vice President’s Report: Better discussed our office lease issues.  Ronald McDonald House is 
not interested in doing anything with the building for at least four years.  RMH’s lawyer sent us an 
amendment to the original lease that incorporates our request for 90-days notice, keeps the rent the 
same and continues on a month-to-month basis (which means our rent could be increased with one-
month notice).  Bliss moved to refer the issue of whether to accept the lease or make further 
amendments to the real estate committee and have the executive committee decide whether to sign 
the lease by the end of March.  Better seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Bulletin: Gunderson said the next issue of the bulletin is September. 
 
Fundraising Report:  Kippert gave us a copy of the May Member Challenge letter to 
critique.  $5,882 has been raised from the February fundraising appeal. 
 
Membership Report: No report. 
 
Publicity Report:  No report. 
 
Voters’ Service:  No report. 
 
Program: Johnson said that all speakers for the April program are confirmed.  Rose Stephenson 
will present a program about Carrie Chapman Catt at the May annual meeting.  The September 
program is “Race to Equity”.  There is a possibility in October of presenting a program about 
agricultural issues.  Another program idea is the film, Iron Jawed Angels and a discussion of LWV 
accomplishments.   
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:54 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is April 16, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


