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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 
September 18, 2013 

 
Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin and Ingrid Rothe, Sybil Better, Mary Conroy, Pat Kippert, 
Gail Bliss, Karen Gunderson, Barbara Mortensen, Steve Ploeser, Lois Kiggens, Kathy Johnson 
 
President Rothe called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Bliss moved and Conroy seconded that the August minutes be approved as 
amended.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Conroy reported a new computer and cloud storage have been purchased. 
 
President’s Report:  

a. Fullin reported that MGE denied our application for a grant to print Candidates’ Answers 
(CA).  An application was made to Alliant Energy for a similar grant. 

b. The December board meeting is set for Dec. 11, 2013 at 1:30. 
c. Karen Faster has agreed to co-ordinate voter registration at St. Vincent De Paul starting in 

mid-November.  Volunteers will be able to sign up online.  Aileen Nettleton will co-
ordinate voter registration at the Job Centers.  Our volunteers will be encouraged to offer 
information on the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  Bliss stated that she and Paul Malischke 
registered 11 voters at the Capitol Square Farmers Market last Saturday and offered 
information on the ACA.  She noted that Group Health Cooperative was there handing out 
information on the ACA.  Other health care providers are also giving out information in 
person and on TV.  Since people will use library computers to access government 
healthcare websites we may be able to drop off healthcare brochures there. 

d. LWVDC should contact organizations that may be interested in the topics at our forums so 
they may inform their members if they wish.  Our members should also be encouraged to 
contact any organizations they think would be interested.  Gunderson asked if we have a 
Facebook page.  We do not because we’re concerned about resources to maintain it.  
LWV-WI has a Facebook page that we might utilize to announce forums. 

e. We discussed whether to re-design our sign-in sheets for non-members at forums.  We will 
continue to ask for e-mail addresses or mailing addresses in case they would like 
information regarding future forums. 

f. Fullin asked for advice on items from the storeroom.  A few will be provided to the State 
Historical Society; others will be recycled. 

 
Vice-President’s Report: Vice-President Better reported that she has formed a committee to work on 
our upcoming need to find new office space and possibly update our current lease when the offer-to-
purchase from Ronald McDonald House to Prest & Assoc. is finalized.  Better, Secretary Mortensen, and 
Edith Sullivan will be on the committee.   Mortensen will contact Tom Hodgkiss of Prest & Assoc. in 
October to inquire about the status of the purchase agreement.  Carol Kiemel has mentioned the 
possibility of our obtaining space at 517 N. Segoe Rd., which provides office space for non-profit 
organizations.  Mortensen will get more information from Kiemel.  There is currently no vacancy at the 
building that LWV-WI rents space in but Andrea Kaminski has been informed that we are looking for 
space and will inform us if a rental opens up there.  Mortensen said that rent in a building that is owned by 
a 501(c)(3) organization would be cheaper than property that is privately owned because the organization 
would not be paying real estate taxes.  Gunderson suggested we consider our yearly deficit of 
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approximately $10,000 in deciding how large an office we need.  Mortensen wondered if it would be 
possible for us to move into an “incubator” building that rents to start-up businesses.  
 
Bulletin: Gunderson said the next bulletin would go out about October 24th.  She asked if anyone 
who goes to the LWV-WI briefing could write up a report.  Katie Mulligan will write an article about the 
September forum, which was very well-attended, with about 125 people.  Mortensen volunteered to write 
an article regarding the Rental Committee. 
 
Fundraising:  Kippert reported that $4,060.00 in donations came in with member renewals.  She 
met with Ploeser and Kiggens regarding printing costs and how they should be expressed in budget line 
items.  Should we have more line items for various types of printing costs?  For example, board expenses 
could have a category for printing costs. 
 
Membership:  Ploeser asked for suggestions to improve membership letters.  The board 
recommended that follow-up renewal letters include a sentence that says “Please excuse our error if you 
have already renewed.”  He plans to send an e-mail to people who attended the September forum 
reminding them of the October forum. 
 
Publicity: Kiggens reported that the Wisconsin State Journal didn’t print an announcement for the 
September forum.  Isthmus put it on its web site. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss reported that she, Fullin, and Paul Malischke’s daughter registered voters and 
discussed the ACA with organizations that had booths at the Mexican Independence Fest.  She sent a 
report on the 2011 Evjue Grant for Voter ID to the Evjue Foundation.  The LWVDC has requested 
$7,300.00 from Evjue for another grant to enable the Loyola researcher to do more research on voter 
habits.  $1,000.00 of that would go to printing CA.  
 
Program: Johnson stated that LWV doesn’t have a position on how to best remedy the issue raised 
by the US Supreme Court Citizens United decision.  When she introduces speakers at the October forum 
she will announce that the forum is just for information.  Bliss will obtain recommendations for study 
materials for the November forum from the Loyola researcher.  Janine Geske (former WI Supreme Court 
Justice) will be asked to speak at the January Lively Issues meeting.  The date and location have not been 
picked yet.  Johnson hasn’t yet asked Caryl Terrell to speak on water issues for the February forum.  
LWV-WI wants to revise the water quality position.  If Caryl can’t do it perhaps Carol Kiemel can speak 
on education issues.  We discussed whether the LWV-WI program-making report form should be used to 
solicit member input for study issues.  Fullin doesn’t think it’s feasible to use this form.  Johnson 
volunteered to do the February forum with or without Terrell and ask people at the Lively Issues meeting 
if any are interested in working on the topic. 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is at the LWVDC office on October 16, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


