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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

July 17, 2013 
 
Members Present: Presidents Kathy Fullin and Ingrid Rothe, Barbara Mortensen, Kathy Johnson, 
Mary Conroy, Steve Ploeser, Sybil Better, Gail Bliss, Karen Gunderson, Pat Kippert 
 
President Rothe called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Conroy moved and Johnson seconded to approve the June minutes as 
amended.  Unanimously approved.  Secretary Mortensen will be away from July 20th to Sept. 8th.  
Ploeser agreed to take the August minutes. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Conroy reported that the two mutual funds, Janus Growth and Income 
and Fidelity Puritan have been sold.  She placed $10,000 from the sale in the money market account.   
 
President’s Report: 

A. An Executive Committee needs to be appointed according to our Bylaws.  The proposed 
committee is: Rothe, Fullin, Better, and Johnson.  Bliss moved and Conroy seconded a 
motion to approve the proposed committee.  Unanimously approved. 

B. Presidents Rothe and Fullin talked to Carol Toussaint about finding grants for printing 
Candidates’ Answers.  She recommended that LWVDC acknowledge these grants in CA.  
Bliss wants to revamp the front page of CA, and could put the sponsor’s name on the front 
page.  Ploeser moved and Better seconded a motion to prominently acknowledge any grants 
received on the front page in the CA.  Unanimously approved. 

C. Horn, Better, Rothe, and Fullin met to discuss revising Policies and Procedures and gave 
their proposed revision to the board.  The board reviewed sections I through IV and made 
some changes.  The remaining sections will be discussed at the August 27th meeting. 

D. The date and time for the September meeting is September 18th at 1:00 p.m. at the LWVDC 
office. 

E. President Rothe recommended that LWVDC join the Center for Change, an organization 
that provides technical assistance from CPA’s and a law firm to non-profit organizations.  It 
also provides training for fundraising and membership development.  The annual cost is 
$50.  Mortensen moved and Ploeser seconded a motion to join.  Unanimously approved. 

F. Presidents Rothe and Fullin recommended that Helen Horn be appointed to the board as a 
Director until the end of this fiscal year.  Horn has agreed she would accept the 
appointment, if offered.  Mortensen moved and Johnson seconded a motion to appoint 
Horn.  Unanimously approved. 

G. Andrea Kaminski of the LWV-WI requested that LWVDC give her the email addresses of 
our members so she can add them to the LWV-WI email list for periodic updates.  Better 
said we shouldn’t be giving out email addresses without members’ permission.  Bliss 
suggested we put in an opt-in notice when we send out next years’ renewal.  Meanwhile we 
should email members to tell them how to add themselves to the LWV-WI list. 

H. Ploeser moved and Mortensen seconded a motion to authorize Bliss, as Voters’ Service 
Chair, to speak publicly on behalf of the LWVDC on Voters Service issues without specific 
prior approval in each instance.  When feasible, Bliss will give prior notification to the 
President of these speaking opportunities.  Unanimously approved. 

 
Vice-President’s Report: Better had no report. 
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Bulletin: Gunderson wants to start planning for the September and October bulletin.  She set the 
deadline for material to be submitted for the September bulletin as August 9th and the October bulletin 
as September 13th.  We discussed articles for the bulletin.  President Rothe suggested that Gunderson 
include an article reminding readers that donations in memory of deceased members are welcome.  
Johnson suggested that people be notified they have a choice as to whether to donate to the endowment 
fund or allow the board to use the funds as it sees fit.  We will discuss this suggestion at a later date. 
 
Fundraising:  Kippert reported that as of June 28, 2013, $4,120.00 has been received from the 
May Challenge Grant. 
 
Membership:  Ploeser says he intends to send follow-up letters after Labor Day to non-
renewing members with a return envelope enclosed.  Another letter will be sent in October to those 
who still haven’t renewed suggesting they make a contribution or become a non-active member.  He 
plans to establish a membership committee.  The new-member packet will suggest that new members 
may access the bylaws and local positions on our website.  So long as member directories are 
available, they will continue to be sent to new members.  The new directory will be printed around 
January, 2014 and sent to all members. 
 
Program: The speakers for the September program, Implementing the Affordable Care Act in 
Wisconsin, will be Jon Peacock and Lisa Olson.  The October program will be a discussion of the 
repeal of the Citizens’ United Supreme Court decision.  Speakers have not been confirmed.  Other 
suggestions for programs in Spring 2014 are fracking, other environmental issues including water use, 
and redistricting.  The September 11th meeting will have food so the bulletin could ask for food 
donations. 
 
Publicity: No report. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss said we did not receive the Herblock Grant.  She has no plans for summer 
voter registration. 
 
Old Business:  Mortensen reported on her conversation with Tom Hodgkiss of Prest & Assoc., 
owner of 2712 Marshall Court on the building’s pending sale.  Contingencies are to be removed by 
Oct. 25, 2013 but a 3-month extension is possible, which gives Ronald McDonald House to Jan. 25, 
2014 to remove contingencies.  Closing would probably be 4-6 weeks later.  Prest has a 6-month 
option to stay on after the closing so we would probably be offered the same option.  Our lease is on a 
month-to-month basis, which requires 28 days notice by either party.  
 
New Business: Mortensen reported on a conversation she had with John Nichols on WI Public 
Radio.  He felt the Federal Election and Federal Communication Commissions weren’t enforcing rules 
for election debates and airtime for public interest matters.  LWV should advocate for enforcement. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is at the LWVDC office on August 27, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


