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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

March 13, 2013 
 

Members Present: President Donna Norton, Kathy Johnson, Steve Ploeser, Helen Horn, Pat 
Kippert, Gail Bliss, Barbara Mortensen 
 
President Norton called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Bliss moved to approve the February minutes as amended.  Kippert 
seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
President’s Report:  

A. Johnson presented the Nominating Committee Report (See attached Report).  There 
were no objections to presenting it at the Annual Meeting. 

B. Bliss reviewed the job description her committee prepared for office administrator.  
She has prepared a short item regarding it for the bulletin.  The full description will 
be placed on the web site.  Horn questioned whether 15 hours/week is enough for the 
job.  An ad will be placed in the local papers in late April with a start date for the job 
about June 15th. 

C. Andrea Kaminski from LWV-WI requested that a member participate on a panel 
regarding Candidates’ Answers and Voters’ Service.  Bliss volunteered and she’ll 
look for a second person. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  

A. Horn reviewed our Balance Sheet and Income statement.  We have had no major 
changes except the Memorial Fund (1200) has increased $24,000.00 from March 
2012 due to stock market increases.   

B. Horn presented the proposed budget.  Paypal has increased non-member contributions 
so that item (4060) has been increased from $1,000.00 to $1,500.00.  Johnson moved 
and Ploeser seconded a motion to accept the proposed budget for presentation at the 
Annual Meeting.  Unanimously approved. 

 
Bulletin/Web site: There was no report as Editor Mulligan was not present.  Johnson said that 
information on the April program has been submitted.  Bliss wrote an item regarding Voters’ 
Service.  Bliss reported that our web site shows heavy traffic related to the February primary.  
Over 3,000 people visited in February, 2/3rds between February 17th through the 19th.  
 
Fundraising:  Kippert hasn’t prepared anything regarding a member challenge.  She 
needs to find a member or members to fund the challenge.  $3,263.00 has been raised as of 
March 8th from the February Valentine/Birthday appeal. 
 
Membership:  Ploeser gave us a copy of a letter he’ll send to contributors to LWV-WI 
and invite them to join LWVDC.  It will be sent out in June when we send out membership 
renewals.  Mortensen suggested a follow-up phone call to invite them to our September forum.  
Ploeser will disconnect his landline and use his cellphone number 608-354-8700. 
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Program:  
A. Johnson stated that there were about fifty people at the March forum.  The April 

forum on “Community Support for Schools” has been arranged.  September, October, 
and November programs have not been decided yet. 

B. Johnson passed out the proposed agenda for the Annual Meeting.  Ploeser 
volunteered to take minutes for Mortensen who cannot attend.  We chose a member 
for the Carrie Chapman Catt Award. 

 
Publicity: Publicity Chair Kiggens was absent. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss reported on the status of the research project with Loyola University 
of Chicago and another LWV in Texas that was approved by the Board last month.  Professor 
Richard Matland will be getting 8,000 voters addresses from the Government Accountability 
Board.  Using the LWVDC bulk mail permit he will hire a printing/mailing firm to send out 
4,000 Candidates’ Answers (CA) with a cover letter from LWVDC urging people to vote April 
2nd.  Half of those people will also get a postcard just before the election reminding them to vote.  
A third group of 2,000 will get only a postcard, with the www.DaneVoterGuide.com directing 
them to CA on our web site.  This third group is the portion we are partially funding with the 
remaining $200.00 not spent on get-out-the-vote radio ads last fall.  The last 2,000 voters are the 
control group.  The cover letter was reviewed and approved.  Bliss noted that Isthmus has not yet 
clarified whether we will have to pull the 4,000 CA’s or they will be printed separately.  Kippert 
volunteered to assist if needed.  March 21st or 22nd is the date we plan to pull CA from Isthmus. 
 
Old Business:  The Board decided to proceed with a possible outing at the Madison 
Mallards baseball team at the $10 or $16 level.  Barbara Mortensen agreed to coordinate with the 
Madison Mallards. 
 
New Business: None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, April 17th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


