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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
Board Meeting 

October 17, 2012 
 

Members Present: Donna Norton, President, Steve Ploesser, Katie Mulligan, Gail Bliss, 
Kathy Johnson, Pat Kippert, Lois Kiggens, Helen Horn, Barbara Mortensen 
 
President Norton called the meeting to order at 12:57 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Those present at the meeting of September 12, 2012 approved the minutes 
of that meeting unanimously.  Mortensen said that the Forward Theater performance was well 
attended (29 people attended) and that people seemed enthusiastic about this type of activity.  
She will coordinate a similar activity next fall if she finds an appropriate performance for us. 
 
President’s Report: President Norton asked us for a decision as to whether we should print 
Candidates’ Answers for the Spring 2013 primary or just have an online edition.  Bliss moved 
and Ploesser seconded that we don’t print CA and explore options to direct people to our web 
site.  Examples of options would be to ask Isthmus to mention our web site (or pay for an ad 
directing people to our web site), ask libraries to prominently display our poster and help people 
download CA, and direct people to our web site in Valentine messages printed in Isthmus.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Horn passed out the balance sheet and profit and loss statements as 
of October 10, 2012.  Total income was up 10% over the same period as last year and total 
expense was up 8%.  There was no significant change in our balance sheet. 
 
Bulletin: The deadline for the Dec.-Jan. bulletin is November 12th.  Mulligan would like to 
summarize unit reports in the bulletin.  We discussed the fact that we are not pursuing more 
actions in response to issues raised by our programs or other current issues.  Johnson mentioned 
that we used to have an Action Director on the board and there is none now.  Mortensen said we 
should ask our members to propose actions to the board, which could evaluate them and decide 
whether to take action. 
 
Fundraising:  No report. 
 
Membership:  As of October 17, 2012 we have 15 new members for the July 1, 2012-
2013 fiscal year.  Fifty-eight members have not renewed (giving us a renewal rate of 73%).  
Ploesser plans to call non-renewals in the near future. 
 
Program: Johnson stated that Lively Issues would be January 19, 2013 at the Concourse 
Hotel.  The event will start at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served at 12:00 p.m.  The speakers will be 
Jay Heck of Common Cause and Mike McCabe of WI Democracy Campaign.  We discussed 
possible topics for February, March, and April, 2013.  We decided on Judicial Independence, 
Food Deserts, and Engaging Youth in Positive Experiences.  A possible speaker for Food Deserts 
is the owner of Fresh Market who is running Foodmobiles to poor neighborhoods. 
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Publicity: Kiggens handed out posters for the November 7th meeting on “Engaging in Civil 
Discourse.”  E-mails will be sent to members asking for help in publicizing our meetings and a 
poster will be attached that they can print out. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss stated that between mid-August and mid-October we registered over 
300 voters downtown.  Midwest Family Broadcasting Network put on our 15-second ads 
regarding registering to vote, which ended last Friday.  On October 18th the Dane County Board 
will vote on a grant of $2,500.00 to LWVDC to help pay for our radio ads and $2,500.00 for our 
voting web site and other efforts.  As of this last weekend we had 18 hits on 
DaneVoterGuide.com.  She’s working with UW Hospital to help hospitalized people vote. 
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business:  None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is November 14, 2012 at the LWVDC office at 1:00. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 
 


