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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
2011-12 Board Meeting 

June 18, 2012 
 
Members Present: Earnestine Moss, President, Kathy Kuntz, Kathy Johnson, Brook Soltvedt, 
Lois Kiggens, Steve Ploeser, Gail Bliss, Donna Norton, Katie Mulligan, Barbara Mortensen, 
Helen Horn 
 
President Moss called the meeting to order at 7:00. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of May 14, 2012 were unanimously approved. 
 
President’s Report: Moss discussed convention news from the LWV-US convention she 
attended last week.  We discussed the possibility of the Per Member Payment increasing.  Moss 
said some leagues charge more dues than the $75 tax-deductible limit imposed by 501(c)3.  
Others use fundraisers such as selling items to increase revenue.  She favors not raising dues 
above $75 and using fundraisers to increase revenue.  She participated in a discussion of those 
states that have Voter ID issues.  The discussion was videotaped and may be on the LWV-US 
website.  All study items were adopted.  Nuclear power, agriculture, and drug policy were 
proposed for future study items.  There needs to be follow-up with WI Churches United to see 
ways in which we can cooperate.  She hasn’t been able to recruit anyone for the President-Elect 
position.  Bliss stated that it might be easier to recruit someone after the November election is 
over. 
 
President-Elect’s Report: Norton stated that Westminster Church is going to have sessions 
on “Season of Civility”.  If we have a program on this we can advertise in the church and 
perhaps co-operate in other ways. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Johnson presented her report as of May 31, 2012.  She stated that 
the Dues Reduction Item #4020 is for one-half year dues paid.  She explained the Ogg Fund 
#4090 for the new members benefit.  She thanked Kuntz for making the Lively Issues and 
Annual Meetings revenue exceed expenses.  She answered questions regarding the various 
accounts and stated the next report is due June 30 for the full fiscal year.  She talked to Lindsay 
Van Vonderen about her plans for the next few years if the need should arise to hire her part-time 
as a bookkeeper.  Lindsay will be pursuing a graduate degree in Madison for five years.  Wegner 
Accounting assists LWV-WI pro bono with accounting issues and may be able to be called upon 
if we need advice.  Horn stated that Mary Conroy is interested in becoming assistant treasurer 
and will pursue this further with her. 
 
Bulletin/Web site: Soltvedt is helping Mulligan take over as editor of the next bulletin.  
Soltvedt will continue managing the web site off-board. 
 
Fundraising Report:  Bliss stated the May Member Challenge went well.  Last year’s 
goal was exceeded.  $5,360 was raised.  An e-mail appeal the last three days of May enabled us 
to meet our goal showing that e-mail is a powerful way to communicate.  Out bus signs 
generated two calls to the office with questions but they also may have helped make people 
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aware of the need to prove residence when registering at the polls.  Some money is left in the 
Evjue grant and will be used for Candidates’ Answers and more publicity. 
 
Membership Report: Kuntz discussed the new member survey she sent out.  The 41% 
response rate was high.  Voter education and voter rights were big motivators for people to join.  
People don’t know how to get involved in LWVDC so we need to work on this.  Setting up the 
survey was easy and she volunteered to help set up a survey for all members in the future if we 
want to do this.  She used Survey Gizmo but there are other survey programs too.  Johnson said 
that two new members were at the state convention.  We have our membership data on several 
excel spreadsheets but they need to be combined to make it easier to contact our members.  
“Access” is a Microsoft program that can be used to make a database.  “Techsoup.com” is 
another database according to Horn.  “Mad Tech” is a group that teaches at the Goodman Center 
and gives technical support.  Soltvedt would like to get photos in the newsletter.  Mortensen 
asked if her article, “A Welcome to New Members” is satisfactory to put in the bulletin and web 
site.  Everyone agreed to do this so she’ll resend it to everyone and Mulligan and Soltvedt will 
put it in the next newsletter and on the web.  Johnson said that she hasn’t made final plans for the 
new member reception but she’ll pick a date that will probably be in the last two weeks of 
August late in the afternoon.  It won’t be Aug. 25th however, as Season of Civility has a meeting 
that day.  The Membership Interest Survey has been revised and will be sent out with the 
membership renewal forms. 
 
Outreach: Moss stated that no one was registered at Juneteenth but there is the prospect that 
a few people will join.  Most people come after 3:00 and we were there from 10-2 so if we do it 
again it should be later in the day.  We had three signs in the Juneteenth parade.  Bliss stated that 
she spoke to someone who joined this year and didn’t realize that the membership only ran to 
July 1st.  Language on the web site should be altered to make it clearer that we have one-half year 
dues. 
 
Program Report: None 
 
Publicity Report: Some people complained that we didn’t do Candidates’ Answers for the 
recall.  Kiggens will give out a news release announcing that Candidates’ Answers is online only 
for the August primary and will notify libraries as well. 
 
Voters Service Report: It’s hard to get the attention of people since Voter ID has been 
suspended other than our ads on buses, Bliss stated. 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business: Johnson passed out information regarding membership ideas and 501(c)3 
that she received at the LWV-WI to the various board members in charge of those items. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25. 
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
2012-13 Board Meeting 

June 18, 2012 
 
Members Present: Same as above. 
 
President Norton called the meeting to order at 8:25. 
 
President’s Report: President Norton asked for suggestions for discussion at the Annual 
Retreat scheduled for September 22nd.  The suggestions were: 
 Keeping New Members 
 Discuss What Other Leagues Do 
 How to Get Better Communication With Units 
 Getting to Know LWVDC 
 Community Outreach 
 Increasing Visibility 
 Prepare Survey Questions for a Membership Survey 
 
The new meeting time will be the second Wednesday of the month at 1:00.  The next meeting 
will be August 8th. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Horn is unable to attend the next meeting so Johnson will give the year-
end report. 
 
Bulletin Report: August 20th is the deadline for the September bulletin to be given to Sara.  
A deadline for submission of material to the editor will be sent later. 
 
Program Report: Caryl Terrell has suggestions for speakers for the September 5th meeting 
on “Clean Lakes”.  They are Michael Mucha, Chief Engineer and Director of the Madison 
Metropolitan Sewerage District, and Susan Jones, Office of Lakes and Watersheds, Dane County 
Land and Water Resources Department.  Both are available on September 5th.  The board 
approved the speakers.  We discussed ideas for other programs.  They are: 
 Population Health - October 
 Judicial Independence (spring?) 
 Education Gap 

Tracking Election Money (suggested speakers, Mike McCabe of WI Democracy 
Campaign and Jay Heck of Common Cause) 
State Retirement System (401K vs. the present system – a report will be out on this the 
end of June) 
Public vs. Private Workers 
 

Do we need to have questions for all of these or can we simply have one question – Where do we 
go from here?  We would then look for ways to take action. 
 
Publicity Report: Mortensen suggested that we see if we can obtain a group rate to attend 
Forward Theater Co.’s production of “44 Plays for 44 Presidents” running from September 20 – 
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October 7, 2012.  She suggested the Sunday matinee at 2:00 is the best time.  Everyone 
approved.  She will contact Audience Services to get information and send an e-mail to everyone 
when she has it.   
 
Voters’ Service Report: None 
 
Old Business:  Moss stated that former principal, Darlene Hancock, who was active in 
voter registration, has died. 
 
New Business: Mortensen stated that she would be unable to attend the September 12th 
and November 14th meetings. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25. 
 
The next meeting is August 8th at the LWVDC office at 1:00. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


