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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
BOARD MEETING 
MARCH 12, 2012 

 
Members Present: Earnestine Moss (President), Barbara Mortensen, Donna Norton, Deborah 
Speckmann, Lois Kiggens, Brook Soltvedt, Gail Bliss, Kathy Johnson, Kathy Kuntz 
 
President-Elect Norton called the meeting to order at 6:00.  President Moss arrived at 6:10. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes of 2-13-12 were unanimously approved. 
 
President’s Report: The Nominating Committee has not proposed a treasurer, a fundraising 
chair, or a chair for the 2012-13 Nominating Committee.  Mortensen said we need to have a 
treasurer to be consistent with our Bylaws (Art. VI, Sec. 5).  Johnson said that since we are 
proposing hiring a bookkeeper the treasurer’s job would be easier.  She will discuss this with a 
few of our members that she considers to be qualified.  Do we want to nominate someone for the 
Carrie Chapman Catt Award at the annual meeting?  We approved an honoree and Moss will 
notify Sara.  Mortensen will prepare a summary of the honoree’s achievements for Moss.  We 
also decided to enter Bliss for the Meg McLane Award for Advocacy to be presented at the 
LWVWI annual meeting on 6-2-12 due to her outstanding work on voter ID issues. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Johnson said we are ahead of last year in dues.  There was almost 
$2,500.00 in Valentine contributions through February 2012 and the Ogg Fund contribution 
increased.  Other contributions are down slightly.  Do we want to raise dues to $75.00?  
Mortensen moved and Speckmann seconded that we raise dues to $75 for a full-year membership 
and $40.00 for a half-year.  Moss mentioned the economy might make this a hardship; Johnson 
said we have a scholarship fund for hardship cases.  The motion was unanimously approved to 
recommend to the annual meeting.  The issue of hiring an accountant was discussed.  Helen Horn 
offered to do the payroll.  Soltvedt moved to put $4,000.00 in the budget to hire an accountant in 
case we don’t find a qualified volunteer.  Kiggens seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Bulletin/Web site Report: Soltvedt said Candidates Answers is being prepared for the web 
site.  We discussed security issues for the LWV-DC web site.  The web server handles security 
issues and PayPal handles its own security for credit cards. 
 
Fundraising Report:  Bliss said $2,969.00 was raised in Valentine contributions as of 
today’s board meeting.  Two anonymous members pledged $1,000 each for our May Challenge 
Grant. 
 
Membership Report: Speckmann said we have 48 new members in the 2011-2012 
period for a total of 221 members as of today’s board meeting.  Four members joined with 
PayPal.   
 
Outreach Report: Moss attended a Madison Metropolitan School District information 
session put on by Superintendent Dan Nerad.  Soltvedt moved and Speckmann seconded a 
motion to ask the Education Committee to put together a comparison between Nerad’s plan and 
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the Madison Preparatory plan for the Annual Meeting.  The motion passed with Kiggens voting 
against.  The NAACP and African-American Council of Churches have talked with Moss about 
a membership drive for LWV-DC at each church’s service.  The name of the campaign is 
2012:Campaign For Justice.  So far Moss has passed out 42 membership applications.  The 
North side Community Organization wants extra street lights so they had a neighborhood march, 
which Moss attended.  Every Sunday she tries to get an announcement on radio station 1670 at 7 
a. m. about LWV-DC. 
 
Program Report: Kuntz said forty-eight people attended the movie “Patriocracy” on March 
7th.  $240 was collected and forwarded to the producer.  Chris Rickert never responded to her 
regarding publicizing “Patriocracy” in his Wisconsin State Journal column.  Bliss said that a 
LWV-DC member, June Blanchard, who lives at Capitol Lakes wants to show “Patriocracy” 
there and Kuntz will give her the CD to use provided she collects $5 per attendee.  The topic for 
the April 4th General Meeting will be “Ending Housing Insecurity:Affordable Housing for All.  
The speakers will be Brenda Konkel of the Tenant Resource Center, Rob Dicke, Executive 
Director of the Dane County Housing Authority, M. Adams, Take Back the Land group, and 
Heidi Wegleitner, Chair of the People’s Affordable Housing Vision. 
 
Voter Service Report:  Bliss has three speaking engagement requests on the Voter ID 
topic.  There were two calls for moderators.  On the issue of how 18-year old voters can verify 
their address while living with their parents, the parents can vouch for their address if they’re in 
high school but not if they’re out of high school.  A Coordinator is needed for summer farmer’s 
market tables on the Capitol Square and Hill Farms.  The Coordinator has to sign the permit 
applications.  Joan Strasbaugh, who represents a group interested in registering voters, is trying 
to get Wal-Mart to agree to set up a table in its parking lot.  Kuntz suggested that the Costco 
parking lot might be a good location and Kiggens suggest the Willy St. Co-op West.  Strasbaugh 
joined at the “Patriocracy” movie. 
 
President-Elect Report: Norton mentioned that Dave Cieslewicz’s article in Isthmus was 
very close to LWV-DC issue positions.  Mortensen suggested that Speckmann call Cieslewicz 
and invite him to join. 
 
Publicity Report: Mortensen asked for an announcement in the bulletin offering the 
“Patriocracy” CD to anyone who wanted to show it as long as $5.00 is charged. 
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business: Mortensen suggested that we approve the TIF study that the Middleton 
Unit wants to do.  Bliss moved and Soltvedt seconded a motion to approve the TIF study.  
Unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


