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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
Board Meeting 
May 9, 2011 

 
Members Present: Earnestine Moss (President), Barbara Mortensen, Deborah 
Speckmann, Brook Soltvedt, Priscilla Thain, Donna Norton, Kathy Johnson, Gail Bliss 
 
President Moss called the meeting to order at 6:00. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Soltvedt moved and Speckmann seconded to approve the 
minutes of the April 11, 2011 meeting.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
President’s Report:  The next meeting will be held on June 27th at Thain’s house 
at 5:30.  It will be a salad potluck with the new members of the board.  At that time we’ll 
decide on the board schedule for 2011-2012.  We discussed the annual meeting held May 
4th.  For next year’s meeting we could ask for a luncheon menu instead of the dinner 
menu to save money.  Overall we liked Fabu, the food, and the parking situation at the 
Edgewater Hotel.  President Moss asked for volunteers to attend the upcoming state and 
national meeting.  We discussed the continuation of our membership in CRANES 
(Capital Region Advocacy Network for Environmental Sustainability).  Soltvedt moved 
to continue our membership in CRANES.  Johnson seconded.  The vote was six in favor 
and one opposed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Johnson said that when the budget passed at the annual 
meeting and the membership voted in favor of becoming a 501(c)(3) organization we 
announced that the tax deductibility would take effect on May 4th.  However, with further 
discussion as to whether the start of the new fiscal year on July 1st would be better than 
May 4th the board decided to postpone the start of tax deductibility to July 1st.  Bliss will 
contact each donor who sends in a Challenge Grant donation to LWVDC rather than the 
Education Fund and ask if they want the donation to be deductible.  We could then hold 
the check until July 1st or donors could rewrite checks to the Education Fund.    The 
yearend report will be completed in September. 
 
Fundraising Report:  Bliss reported that $200 has been given so far for the 
Challenge Grant.  Roger Pearson inquired why we don’t put village candidates in 
Candidate’s Answers (CA).  He was told it would be expensive to do this.  He’ll join 
LWVDC and wants to help with fundraising.  Thain stated that we get more requests to 
moderate village or town forums than from larger municipalities because other groups 
tend to sponsor forums in larger municipalities.  Thain will advise the new voter chair as 
to how to handle the additional effort required to include villages in CA. 
 
Bulletin/Web site Report: Soltvedt reported that two people approached her about the 
possibility to train for this position.  We discussed separating the Bulletin/Web site into 
two positions.  Then we would have to recruit an additional board position. 
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Membership Report: Speckmann asked for suggestions on her draft Activity 
Interest Form that is sent with membership requests.  We discussed the possibility of 
reprinting the Dane County Government brochure.  Moss will ask Sara if she knows the 
status of it. 
 
Outreach Report: Moss attended the Mt. Zion Church gala, which was very 
successful.  She has a couple of volunteers for Juneteenth. 
 
Voter Service Report: Thain will meet with the new Voter Service chair on 
Friday.  Joe Parisi’s seat needs to be filled on the east side of Madison.  How will the 
Voter ID bill affect the voters for this election?  Currently we don’t have enough 
information to be able to inform voters about the ID bill.  Also we no longer have 
statewide registration capability so we can only register voters in Madison if we become 
certified in Madison. 
 
Program Report: Norton reminded us that we need six topics for the coming year – 
three in the fall and three in the spring.  Johnson moved and Mortensen seconded that we 
establish committees for the following topics:  Destruction of the Middle Class, 
Redistricting, Health Care, Community Outreach, and Wisconsin Environmental 
Standards.  The vote was unanimous in favor.   
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business: Soltvedt suggested that the new Program chair handle refreshments 
at the general meetings, as the current system isn’t working.  Johnson recommended that 
all board members take turns bringing refreshments. 
 
The next meeting is June 27th at 5:30 at Priscilla Thain’s house. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:26. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, secretary 


