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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
BOARD MEETING 

March 14, 2011 
 

Members Present: Earnestine Moss (President), Barbara Mortensen, Deborah Speckmann, 
Brook Soltvedt, Priscilla Thain, Pat Levin 
 
President Moss called the meeting to order at 6:00. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Pat Levin attended the meeting in Treasurer Kathy Johnson’s place to 
provide a summary of the proposed budget.  Roughly our revenue is expected to be $35,000 and 
expenses $50,000.  The difference will be made up from our legacy money in the mutual funds 
where it is invested.  After discussion we made one small change to the committee’s proposed 
budget.  At our April meeting we will vote on submitting it to the members for adoption at the 
annual meeting.  Levin left at 6:35. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The members didn’t receive a copy of the first draft of the February 
minutes that Mortensen sent to the office.  She will ask that these be sent to the members and 
they can approve by e-mail.  The January minutes haven’t been approved yet and she will do the 
same with them. 
 
Nominating Committee Report: Moss has received the Nominating Committee report but 
didn’t have it with her.  She will send it to Mortensen for inclusion in the second draft of the 
minutes.  The Nominating Committee report is as follows: 
 

Officer     To Be Elected:  Term 
Secretary  Barbara Mortensen 7-1-11 to 6-30-13 

 Directors 
 Program  Kathy Kuntz  7-1-11 to 6-30-13 
 Publicity  Lois Kiggens  7-1-11 to 6-30-13 
 Voter Service  Lyn Klessig  7-1-11 to 6-30-13 

Nominating Committee 
 Chair   Joann Elder  7-1-11 to 6-30-12 
 Member  Barbara Karavolas 7-1-11 to 6-30-12 
 Member  Patricia Williams 7-1-11 to 6-30-12 
 Board President Earnestine Moss 7-1-11 to 6-30-12 

Returning Officers and Directors 
 President  Earnestine Moss 7-1-10 to 6-30-12 
 President-Elect Donna Norton  7-1-10 to 6-30-12 
 Treasurer  Kathy Johnson  7-1-10 to 6-30-12 
 Director  Gail Bliss  7-1-10 to 6-30-12 Fundraising 
 Director  Brook Soltvedt 7-1-10 to 6-30-12 Bulletin/Web site 
 Director  Deborah Speckmann 7-1-10 to 6-30-12 Membership 
 
We discussed the need for a parliamentarian at the annual meeting.  Our suggestions are Mary 
Bean and Helen Horn.  Moss will ask if they are attending the meeting.  We discussed nominees 



FINAL DRAFT 

2 

for the Carrie Chapman Catt Award.  Mortensen made a motion that Cynthia Benevenga receive 
the award.  Thain seconded.  It was unanimously approved.  The presenter of the award is to be 
determined.   
 
Fundraising Report:  No report.  We discussed having a challenge grant.  A request will 
be in the bulletin asking if people want to donate to provide matching funds for a challenge 
grant. 
 
Bulletin/Web site Report: Soltvedt is working on a web site donor button to enable visitors to 
our site to make donations.  She has Andrea Kaminski’s comments from LWVWI regarding the 
governor’s budget repair bill on our site.  She will keep them there a while longer but shorten 
them up on the home page and indicate that people can read more on a later page.   
 
Membership Report:  Speckmann passed out responses to “Why Am I Renewing My 
LWVDC Membership?”.  She may put some quotes on the tables at the annual meeting.  She 
will handle the 50-year membership project. 
 
Outreach Report: Moss attended a program given by the Urban League regarding the state 
budget repair bill.  Moss will ask Clare McArdle about the proposal to continue holding senators 
in contempt of the senate even though they’ve returned to Wisconsin. 
 
Program Report: No report.  The April program is about land use and the Regional 
Transportation Authority. 
  
Voters Service Report: A number of requests for moderators has come in and Thain was 
able to fill them all.  The Government Accountability Board (GAB) is setting up a focus group to 
see about registering people on the web.  Thain will represent the LWVDC if the GAB asks for a 
representative from LWVDC.  The first meeting is March 17, 2011. 
 
Old Business:  Do we want to continue membership in CRANE?  We still don’t have 
information on it to make a decision.  Mortensen investigated a possible rental site at 612 W. 
Main.  She concluded it was not suitable and on February 25th submitted her report on it to the 
board. 
 
New Business: Future topics for programs were requested.  Mortensen suggested flood 
plains as a possibility.  Board members suggested seeking speakers from the DNR, UW Geology 
department or the insurance industry. 
 
The next meeting is April 11th. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 
 


