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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

August 3, 2010 
 
Members Present: Earnestine Moss (President), Barbara Mortensen, Deborah Speckmann, 
Gail Bliss, Brook Soltvedt, Carol Dutton, Kathy Johnson, Priscilla Thain, Donna Norton, Lisa 
Bu 
 
President Moss called the meeting to order at 6:10. 
 
Johnson moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Thain seconded. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Johnson passed out the year-end Treasurer’s report. 
 
Bulletin/Web site Report: There are only two local races in the Sept. 14th primary. There will 
be no printed Candidates’ Answers because there is no funding for it. However, the web site will 
have any responses from the candidates.  The Wisconsin Democracy Campaign and Common 
Cause are co-operating with the State League for statewide offices.  The next bulletin deadline is 
August 10th.  The president’s note will continue in every bulletin.  Suggestions for change of 
format are welcome but keep in mind that four pages are the maximum for the bulletin.  Bu 
suggested using Facebook but Soltvedt said it’s too much work to maintain.  Mortensen asked if 
we could agree with State League to co-operatively solicit online donations but Soltvedt said it 
would be difficult to separate donations to State League and Dane County League. 
 
Fundraising Report:  Bliss said that she approached the Madison Community 
Foundation for a grant.  The deadline to submit an application is January 1st.  She has not yet 
decided to do so.  Soltvedt suggested approaching Altrusa for a grant. 
 
Membership Report:  Speckmann handed out a summary regarding membership renewal.  
There are three types of letters sent to prospective and current members – national, local, and 
potential members.  The membership committee plans to call non-renewing members to ask why 
they haven’t renewed.  Mortensen suggested inviting each person called to a unit and ask if she 
needs transportation.  Speckmann proposed working with the Urban League on a program 
regarding the election observer corps using State League trainers and show a movie, “I am a 
Ballot” available from the Madison City Clerk’s office.  She suggested a date of August 26th.  
Bliss seconded the motion and made a motion to amend the date to whatever date is available 
before November and open it to the public.  Mortensen seconded.  The amended motion carried 
subject to Urban League agreeing since the program would be held at its facility.  Speckmann 
will inform Bu and Soltvedt if the program is confirmed so they can publicize it.  Speckmann 
discussed the Membership Retention Initiative sponsored by the National League.  A grant is 
available to help defray costs.  Soltvedt made a motion to participate if we can find people to do 
it.  Dutton seconded.  Moss and Speckmann agreed to work on it.  The motion passed. 
 
Outreach Report: Moss wants to be involved with the Simpson Street Reunion to be held on 
either August 14th or 21st.  Soltvedt and Bliss suggested we have a Voter Registration table if 
registrars are available.  Moss will do campus outreach during UW student registration. 
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Program Report: This is Dutton’s last board meeting, and the board thanked her for an 
outstanding job as program chairman.  The next general meeting is Sept. 15th and Margi Kindig 
will handle it.  The topic is Sustainability and the speaker is Kathy Kuntz.  She suggests Jay 
Heck from Common Cause for the October meeting.  Pam Rewey will contact him.  The 
November meeting will have a topic on changing demographics in Dane County.  Helen Horn, 
Gloria Meyer, Kathy Fullin, and Irene Durbek will handle this.  Speakers aren’t confirmed yet.  
Dutton has been reviewing the reports sent in by the unit leaders after each unit meeting and 
feels more effort should be made to respond to comments in the reports.  Johnson suggested 
having a unit director position off-board to review the reports and communicate with the leaders. 
 
Public Relations Report: Bu will put out a press release for the September 15th meeting.  She 
has put links on the Wisconsin Public radio web site to State League and Dane County League. 
 
Voters Service Report: Thain stated that we aren’t doing voter registration at food pantries 
anymore.  She’s still having trouble getting registrars for Capitol Square.  She’ll select questions 
from among State League questions for state offices in Candidate’s Answers. 
 
President’s Report: Moss raised the issue of office relocation.  Mortensen stated that our office 
relocation should be convenient to most members and presented a summary of where our 
members live by zip code.  Johnson stated that free parking is important.  Mortensen agreed to 
help negotiate a new lease and participate in the search but emphasized that every member must 
be informed of our needs and urged to contact any real estate people that they know to ask about 
available rentals.  Mortensen suggested that Craig’s List might be a source.  Whenever anyone 
on the board learns of a possible location everyone on the board should be contacted regarding 
the potential location and invited to attend any inspection.  Everyone agreed that Sara must be 
notified as well and participate in the choice.  In other matters a required 990-N form for the IRS 
has been filed. 
 
Old Business:  Johnson and Andrea Kaminski of State League met with someone re: bus 
ads and outdoor advertising.  Do we want to spend money on these items?  The cost is about 
$150 per day for a sign on the beltline.  As to the buses, what is the cost and can we target 
routes?  Johnson will check. 
 
New Business: Mortensen informed the board that on Aug. 5th she and Sara will meet 
with Jeanine Ramsey to learn how to use Google doc.  She invited anyone who’s interested to 
join them.  Soltvedt said that our web site could be used in the same way.  She can set up a 
private page for committees to use in writing up information to be distributed to members.  
Mortensen stated that she will be away during September so an alternate should be chosen to 
prepare minutes.  Future board meeting dates were discussed.  The second Monday of each 
month except September is the choice.  The September board meeting will be on September 7th.  
There will be no meeting in December. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05. 


