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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 

March 16, 2016 
 
Members Present: Presidents Brook Soltvedt and Kathy Fullin (by phone), Edith Sullivan, 
Barbara Mortensen, Karen Gunderson, Helen Horn, Mary Anglim, Ingrid Rothe, Sue Larson, 
Gail Bliss, Diane Martin Liebert, Mike Casey, guest.  Absent: Steve Ploeser, Susan Fulks. 
 
President Soltvedt called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.  The board welcomed Mike Casey 
who has been nominated as Bulletin editor starting in July 2016. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Bliss moved and Sullivan seconded a motion to approve the February 
minutes.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Budget and Treasurer’s Report: Horn provided the proposed budget and a history of 
expenses from 2008-15.  There were suggestions to make some changes to our line items; for 
example, add a line item for expenditures for capital equipment.  Some minor adjustments were 
made to some income and expense items.  Rothe moved to accept the budget as discussed and 
have the Executive Committee approve an amended budget.  Bliss seconded.  Unanimously 
approved.  Liebert presented the treasurer’s report. 
 
Program: Sullivan reported that the April 6th forum is set.  Arrangements for the May 18th 
annual meeting are well under way.  She is in the process of gathering ideas for next year’s 
programs to present at the annual meeting.  She presented several suggestions to us but would 
like us to let her know if we have any more to bring before the meeting. 
 
Bulletin: Gunderson reported that the deadline for the summer Bulletin is May 31st.  She 
listed the articles that she is already planning.  It was suggested that she include an article asking 
people to consider becoming poll workers since there is a shortage for the upcoming elections. 
 
Membership:  Anglim is planning to meet with Rothe and Ploeser to discuss membership 
retention since more than 40 members failed to renew last year.  Our current total membership is 
267.  At this time last year it was 256.  Since we have instituted many of the best practices 
suggested by Anita Loch, our coach for Membership and Leadership Development, Anglim will 
no longer work regularly with her.  Anglim will now concentrate on outreach to other 
organizations in hopes of building partnerships with them.  She will especially concentrate on 
Latinos, blacks, and other minority groups. 
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss will calculate the number of people registered during the past year 
for the annual report.  We won’t be registering people from today until the April 5th election but 
she will still attempt to help people who need an ID to vote. 
 
Publicity: Fulks did not attend the meeting but she e-mailed her report.  All press releases 
for Candidates’ Answers (CA) were submitted to Madison and other Dane County newspapers 
on February 28th.  A flyer was created for the April forum and posted online.  Some press 
releases have already been sent out and the remainder will go out next week. 
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Fundraising:  Larson reported that $4,709 has been donated to date from the February 
14th Valentine’s Day appeal.  She wrote an article for the April Bulletin reminding members 
there is still time to send in a contribution.  The Upper Mississippi River Region InterLeague 
Organization has obtained an official 501(c)(3) status and has asked the LWV-US for formal 
recognition.  It has started an online newsletter and other activities.  At this point, its membership 
includes fifty-four units from Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin.  There will be a board 
meeting on April 4th from 10 – 2 p.m. at Home Savings on East Washington Ave., Madison, 
which is open to the public. 
  
Webmaster: Soltvedt has started a Google.doc to share reports, minutes, etc.  She has 
updated the website with CA, voting information, board minutes, legislation, and new photos. 
 
Vice-President’s Report: Rothe reported that March is Voter ID month and the Coalition and 
League have been very busy.  The Coalition now has 100 members.  Rothe testified before the 
Madison Common Council in support of the proclamation of Voter ID month and spoke at a 
press conference the next day.  On March 12th Madison public libraries had “Check out Voting” 
events and registration and Voter ID events were held at Madison high schools.  Other events 
were held at Epic, UW Health, two Madison high-rise apartments, college campuses, Hy-Vee, 
coffee houses, and other businesses.  Upcoming is a phone bank to call Dane County registered 
voters over 55 who have not voted in recent elections to ask if they have the needed ID.  Rothe is 
still in the process of getting the authority for LWVDC to act as fiscal agent for the Coalition.  
She has provided language to Dane County Executive Scott McDonnell for an agreement to 
provide help for people to obtain ID’s.  A contract needs to be signed with Union Cab to provide 
rides to people who need them.  Soltvedt said that One Wisconsin Institute (OWI) has petitioned 
to reinstate a federal lawsuit against the WI Government Accountability Board on behalf of 
people who have difficulty obtaining the necessary documents to get a Voter ID.  The Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the original lawsuit when the state established a process in 
which people could petition the WI Depart of Motor Vehicles (DMV) for help with getting the 
documents for free.  OWI has filed evidence claiming that the administration of the DMV’s free 
ID petition process is discriminatory.  The trial is scheduled before Judge Adelman in mid-May. 
 
President’s Report: 

a. The date and time for the June meeting is June 15th at 2:00 p.m. at the office.  We will 
meet beforehand at Kathy Fullin’s house at 12:30 for our potluck lunch.  At this 
meeting we will set dates and times for all the meetings for the following year. 

b. Soltvedt asks that we make a habit of visiting other League websites to look for 
things that we can adopt for our website. 

c. The LWV-WI Annual Meeting will be June 3-5, 2016 in Door County.  At this time 
we have five people planning on attending, Liebert, Anglim, Horn, Soltvedt, and 
Fullin.  Mike Casey may be able to go.  We can have more delegates so consider 
attending. 

 
Old Business:  The TDS contract is up in June.  Charter will buy out the contract for up to 
$500 if we want to sign with Charter before June.  We would need to move our domain name in 
late April, get a new email address, and stop auto-payment to TDS.   
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New Business: We need a new printer. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is April 20, 2016. 
 

The May meeting is May 18, 2016. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


