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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF DANE COUNTY 
BOARD MEETING 
February 18, 2015 

 
Members Present: President Kathy Fullin (by phone), Brook Soltvedt, Steve Ploeser, Gail Bliss, 
Kathy Johnson, Sybil Better, Mary Anglim, Sue Larson, Susan Fulks, Barbara Mortensen 
 
Vice President Better called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Bliss moved and Anglim seconded a motion to approve the minutes of 
January 14, 2015.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  No report. 
 
Bulletin: Fullin reminded us that articles for the April bulletin are due Feb. 28, 2015. 
 
Membership:  Anglim said that Ploeser had instructed her on how to query the Access 
software program.  She and Ploeser also participated in a call 2-15-15 with Anita Loch, LWV-WI 
membership coach.  Loch asked Ploeser to make a presentation at the June 2015 LWV-WI annual 
meeting about using our software program Access (which comes with Microsoft Office), which he 
agreed to do.  Anglim will discuss with Cheryl Graeve, membership coordinator of LWV-US the 
possibility of LWVDC applying for a Membership Leadership Development Award.  The first place 
award is $250 and the second place is $100.  Anglim will make the decision of whether to apply for 
the award after reviewing the rules and the data needed.   
 
Publicity: Fulks said the March flyer has been sent out and showed us a list of press releases 
she had prepared.  Mortensen suggested sending a flyer to the Madison Police Department and the 
Dane County Sheriff’s Department.   
 
Voters’ Service: Bliss said that Susan Byrnes has offered to handle voter registration at West 
High School.  Bliss will discuss with Priscilla Thain the possibility of getting a moderator in early 
March for a Mayoral forum on homelessness sponsored by Madison Area Homeless and Affordable 
Housing Action (MAHAHA). 
 
Program: Johnson reported that the February program went well.  She suggested asking for 
donations of $40 to sponsor a podcast.  The April program relates to the Wisconsin Constitution and 
state government.  The speakers are Ed Huck and David Cannon.  The May annual meeting is at the 
Concourse on May 13, 2015.  Social hour will begin at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., and the 
speaker will begin at 6:45 p.m.  We agreed that Fulks should publicize the annual meeting speaker 
to the public. 
 
Business Systems: Ploeser has been adjusting the Access software.  He has implemented a delete 
function, enabled the system to print envelopes as well as labels, and made some changes to the 
Treasurer’s Report.  He is planning on working on membership and membership history next. 
 
Fundraising:  Larson reported that she has had 28 responses to date from the Valentine’s 
Day mailing.  Because the LWVDC was founded May 22, 1920 she focused on that in the mailing 
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and would like to do others related to this being our 95th anniversary.  She has attended a 
fundraising seminar and will be attending another one.  One of the seminars has to do with using 
email as a fundraising method.     
 
Webmaster: Soltvedt gave us a website report showing visitors to our website between January 
21, 2015 and February 18, 2015.  The primary election on February 17th generated many visits.  The 
ad in Isthmus directing people to our website for primary information appears to be helpful. 
 
Vice President’s Report: Better presented a report from the Nominating Committee showing 
that all positions on the 7-1-15 – 6-30-17 board have candidates.  Fullin said that Ploeser and Horn 
are willing to be re-appointed to their positions to June 30, 2016.  Anglim’s term continues to June 
30, 2016.  Fullin reminded us that biographic summaries should be submitted for the Nominating 
committee annual meeting materials. 
 
President’s Report: 

a. The date and time of the May meeting is May 20, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 
b. The two podcasts that have been completed in January and February are of good quality, 

and we need to decide if we want to continue them.  It was decided that we’d continue 
the podcasts for March and April.  Fulks, Soltvedt, and Fullin will decide the wording on 
an agreement with WMUU to record our events.  Soltvedt moved we share our podcasts 
with other radio stations and websites.  Ploeser seconded.  Concerns were raised that 
others might alter the podcasts to misrepresent the LWVDC or the speakers’ views, 
although this is already a possibility as the podcasts can be downloaded from our site.  
Fulks, Soltvedt, and Fullin will arrange for a permission and disclaimer statement to be 
included with future podcasts.  WSUM student radio station wants to broadcast our 
January and February podcasts and we agreed that this is acceptable. 

c. The deadline for submissions for the Annual Report is March 26th.  They will be mailed 
by April 13th.  Annual report submissions do not have to name individual volunteers for 
all the committees. 

d. The LWV-WI has a Big Share giving day on March 3rd.  Bliss suggested we convey this 
information in any email we send to our members between now and March 3rd.  We will 
also include a news item on our website. 

 
Old Business:  Andrea Kaminski is getting an award from Athena on March 10, 2015.  
Mortensen asked for clarification as to whether she should make an arrangement to meet after the 
Lavinia show on March 21st.  It was decided that those attending may decide for themselves if they 
want to get together after the show. 
 
New Business: None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 
 

The next meeting is March 11, 2015 at 1 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Mortensen, Secretary 


