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The League of Women Voters of Dane County, Inc. 
 

LWVDC Board 
July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 

 
Officers: 
President:     Earnestine Moss   
President-Elect:    Donna Norton   
Secretary:     Barbara Mortensen   
Treasurer:     Kathy Johnson   
 
Directors*: 
Gail Bliss     Fundraising, Voter ID Project, Voter Registration 
Lois Kiggens     Publicity 
Kathy Kuntz     Program 
Brook Soltvedt    Bulletin and Web site  
Deborah Speckmann   Membership 
*[Lynn Klessig, Voter Service, resigned in September 2011, due to other commitments.] 
 

Off-Board Portfolios, 2011-2012 
 

Laura Chern     Coordinator Candidates’ Answers Volunteers 
Cheryl Furstace Daniels   Coordinator, “Know Your Candidates” TV-Interviews 
Maureen Kind    Coordinator, Adopt-A-Highway Project 
Pat Levin     Accountant 
Priscilla Thain     Coordinator, Candidates’ Answers Questions 
Priscilla Thain     Coordinator, Candidate Forums 

 
LWVDC Committee Chairs, 2011-2012 

 
Helen Horn     Financial Advisory   
Gail Bliss and Helen Horn   International Relations/Great Decisions 
Earnestine Moss    Community Outreach 
Connie Threinen    Land Use and Transportation 
 

LWVDC Discussion Unit Leaders, 2011-2012 
 

Mary Bean and Dorothy Wheeler  Northeastside 
Diane de Vos     Middleton 
Jean Freese and Elizabeth W. Lewis* Tuesday Afternoon 
Gloria Meyer     Tuesday Evening West 
Sally Phelps and Priscilla Thain  Downtown Dinner 
*[until March 2012] 
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Statement by the President 
Earnestine Moss 
 

It has been a journey that I will always cherish. It has been exciting, a little scary, and an eye-opener.  
Whoever thought we would have to fight to keep the right to vote in 2011 – a Constitutional right?  
Whoever thought we would witness the release of petitioners’ signatures for a recall election? Since 
joining the League in 2004, I have come to love it, and I look forward to continued involvement. 
 

I give special thanks to Kathy Kuntz for her hard work in bringing us seven excellent programs and study 
materials this program year. Thanks to Brook Soltvedt, Webmaster/Bulletin Editor/Publisher.  Her work 
has given us high visibility on the web, enhancing our ability to accept contributions and memberships 
electronically. She has agreed to help maintain the website off-board, and to train her successor. Thank 
you to Pat Levin who has done the accounting and bookkeeping for us. Her contributions have been 
greatly appreciated.   
 

The officers of the Board, Donna Norton, President Elect, Kathy Johnson, Treasurer, and Barbara 
Mortensen, Secretary, have all helped to keep the League functioning and operating smoothly.  Thank 
you to all.  
 

During the 2011-12 Program Year, we had many accomplishments and success.  Please read the 
summary reports below. Thank you to all continuing Board members: Deborah Speckmann, Membership 
Chair, who reaches out to our new members; Lois Kiggens, Publicity Chair, for the great publicity she 
provided for each LWVDC event. I give a special thanks to Gail Bliss, Fundraising Chair/Voter ID Project 
Chair.  She not only secured a $5,000 grant from the Evjue Foundation, she became a key resource, after 
taking on the Voter ID Project - quoted locally, and nationally, regarding issues people faced with getting 
Wisconsin Voter ID.  I also give a special thanks to Sara Markham, Office Administrator, who works 
tirelessly, ensures accuracy in materials provided to the public and efficiency in the daily operations.  
 

One year ago, when I stood before you, I said that I wanted to help take the League to greater heights.  I 
set forth the following goals.  To:   
 Increase membership by 20% (40 new members).  This goal was met.  We have welcomed 55 new 

members (as of 4/5/2012), an increase of over 25%. In addition, we are in the midst of a 
membership drive that invites the public to join LWVDC, which was launched at a community event. 

 Increase community outreach and collaborations by 15%, including a strong Go Vote Coalition.  
This goal was met. We collaborated with Centro Hispano, Freedom, Inc., to help people get 
Wisconsin Voter ID. There we also promoted the Lively Issues Forum.  We participated in forums 
sponsored by the Urban League of Greater Madison (ULGM), which were designed encourage 
diversity on all city boards and commissions and to increase the number of Special Deputy Registrars 
and poll workers. We joined the Fighting Poverty Coalition, to help fight poverty locally. We 
strengthened our relationship with Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and the African American 
Council of Churches (AACC), among other groups.  [See further details in the Community Outreach 
section below.] 

• Increase internal development, starting during the summer of 2011, to come together and to 
develop a strategic plan for Board members and those interested in leadership. This goal was met  
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President’s Statement, cont’d. 
in part.  We had a Retreat that was open to all members. Those interested in leadership roles, 
especially, were invited to attend. The retreat was facilitated by Helen Marks Dicks, and was very 
successful. The Board voted that the Retreat or Leadership Institute be an annual event. We decided 
we would work on examining our positions, increasing membership and diversity (i.e. skills, abilities, 
and ethnicity).  

 Increase our fund development and sustainability. As a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization (as of 
August 26, 2011), our goal was to increase our donations by at least 50%. This goal was not met. 
We were unable to begin using the our 501(c)3 status, until much later than anticipated. The coming 
year will give us a more accurate picture of its effectiveness. 

 Ensure that all committees are staffed and functioning, including the Fund Raising and Community 
Outreach committees. This goal was not met.  Several committees consisted of a committee of one.  
Recruitment for committee members should be a priority for the coming year, to ensure full 
committee staffing as well as leadership within each committee. 

 The President’s goal was to attend at least one committee meeting for each committee. The 
President attended one of several committee meetings, but would like to have attended more.   

 Another President’s goal was to become more knowledgeable about environmental issues, and 
more computer literate. I have learned more about the Capital Area Regional Planning Commission 
(CARPC), and how it works.  However, I haven’t opened a Facebook account, and I am unsure when I 
will. 

 

Thank you to all the members who helped to make this year a huge success. I look forward to working 
with you as a committed League member in the coming year.       
 
Bulletin 
Brook Soltvedt 
 

We produced eight Bulletins this year, with no departures from our usual format. This was my fourth 
and final year as Bulletin editor. I will be turning over the word processor to the capable hands of Kate 
Mulligan, who has been a professional newsletter editor. Welcome, Kate! 
 
Community Outreach 
Earnestine Moss 
 

The community outreach efforts for the latter part of March and April, 2012 consisted of 1) sending 
weekly announcements to the “Let’s Go To Church” Program on 1670 AM Radio, regarding LWVDC’s 
monthly issues Forums, and 2) distributing LWVDC membership brochures to interested parties.   
 

Community outreach is critical to maintaining increased visibility in the community, and to recruiting a 
diverse membership pool. To ensure that we maximize our efforts, we need to increase the Committee’s 
membership. There are plenty of opportunities to connect with various community resources in the area 
to educate individuals and organizations on the League’s mission and what LWVDC has to offer.   
 

If you like interacting with people and would like to help register voters and educate the public about 
League efforts, please join me on June 16th, at Penn Park (south Madison), at the annual Juneteenth  
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Community Outreach, cont’d. 
Celebration. We will have a booth there with League information, and we will canvass the grounds to 
register and educate voters about upcoming elections and current voting procedures. We will also use 
this as a recruitment opportunity, because this event is a community cultural event and the attendees 
are from various backgrounds. Diversity is the key to having a strong committee and organization! 
 

If you wish to become a member of the Community Outreach Committee, please contact the LWVDC 
office administrator, (608) 232-9447. You may contact me: emosse@aol.com; or (608) 244-0422. There 
is no answering machine, but I do have caller ID and will get back to you. Thank you.   
 
Financial Advisory Committee 
Helen Horn 
 

The figures in this report are for the calendar year 2011 in order to have a complete year to assess.   
 

Value on  12/31/2007  $151,202 
         12/31/2008  $109,228 
         12/31/2009  $126,675 
         12/31/2010  $146,319 
         12/31/2011  $143,501 
 

The stock market ended 2011 in approximately the same position as it began the year and was still 
below where it was at the end of 2007 at the beginning of the current recession. We did not have to 
cash in any stocks during the past 4 years, so all gains and losses have been on paper. No new 
investments were made during the year, except reinvesting dividends and capital gains. Since the end of 
2011, the stock market is up significantly.   
 

Beg value  CapGains     End mkt value   Net Return 
12/31/10  & Dividends 12/31/11  for year 
 

$146,319  $2,165  $143,501  ($4,983)    
 

Committee Members:  
Sally Carpenter; Helen Horn; Pat Levin; Caroline Liedtke; Carol Toussaint; Kathy Johnson 
 
Fundraising (as of 4/15/2012) 
Gail Bliss  
 

While the LWVDC fiscal year runs from July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012, this report includes information on 
the May member challenge from 2011, which raised a total of $4,000 [actually $4,015], half from two 
anonymous donors, and half from other members. For 2012, we have one returning, and one new 
anonymous donor, creating another $2,000 challenge, which would provide us with $4,000 or more if 
fully matched. 
 

The big fundraising news for 2011-12 is the approval of 501(c)(3) status for LWVDC on August 26, 2011, 
making all contributions received on or after this date deductible. Therefore, in coming years the report 
of fund raising will not need to be split between the General Fund and the Education Fund.  
 

mailto:emosse@aol.com�
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Fundraising, cont’d. 
 

2011-12 Fundraising: 2011-12 2010-11 
Membership renewal donations $3,630 $3,932  
Memorial Gifts 100 10,000 
Valentine Appeal (to date) 2,752 2,754 
May Challenge To be determined 4,015 
Candidates Answers/Voter ID 2,252 545 
Fundraisers (gift wrapping/Bratfest) None    132 
Other member contributions        700 855 
Other nonmember contributions 470 430 
Evjue Foundation Grant  5,000   
Subtotal (9.5 months) $14,094   
Total   $18,648  

 

This year LWVDC website added a donate button.  Thus far this year there have been six donations, 
totaling $285 made online. LWVDC received a $5,000 grant from the Evjue Foundation to support voter 
services, especially the Voter ID project. The Evjue Foundation is the charitable arm of The Capital 
Times.  
  
International Relations /Great Decisions 
Gail Bliss and Helen Horn 
 

This year the Great Decisions discussion group met Thursday afternoons in February and March at the 
West Madison Senior Center, 602 Sawyer Terrace (near Hilldale). Each week a different member of the 
group volunteered to make a short presentation and to lead the discussion. All participants read the 
appropriate chapter from the Foreign Policy Association’s (www.fpa.org) Great Decisions book. The FPA 
provides discussion questions and a series of DVD presentations to supplement the written material. 
 

Twenty-two people ordered books, and between 10 and 16 attended the discussion each week. In 
addition to League members we had participants who live in the neighborhood and who found out 
about the program from the Senior Center newsletter. 
 

Deborah Speckmann and Helen Horn have agreed to join Gail Bliss as co-chairs for next year’s Great 
Decisions program. 
 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Connie Threinen and Caryl Terrell 
(April 24, 2012) 
  
The members of this committee are saddened by the death of long-time member Libby Lewis on  
February 1, 2012 and want to express our gratitude for her many years of valuable service on this 
committee. 
 

The Dane County League’s positions on land-use and transportation were developed over some two  
Decades beginning in the 1960s when environmental concerns were first gaining public attention. It is a 

http://www.fpa.org/�
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Land Use and Transportation Committee, cont’d. 
tribute to the members who created them that those general statements of positions have remained 
valid with only minor changes over these 50+ years and continue to underlie our present actions. 
We have not been successful in recruiting new members to help gather information, study issues, take  
action and keep League members up-to-date on current issues. Fortunately our committee participates 
in two environmental organizations that keep our small group informed and active in the development 
of  public policy and in the environmental protection community. They are the Smart Growth Coalition 
and the Capital Region Advocacy Network for Environmental Sustainability (CRANES). 
  
SMART GROWTH COALITION.  At the invitation of then-Dane County Executive Kathleen Falk, 
representatives of environmental organizations met monthly for fourteen years with the County 
Executive and her staff to exchange information and ideas. Now, as the “Smart Growth Coalition,” it 
provides a communication link between county officials and citizen activists that has become very 
beneficial to both parties in recognizing both problems and opportunities and taking action on them. 
Wisely, Dane County Executive Joe Parisi has continued to hold  these meetings. 
     
CRANES (Capital Region Advocacy Network for Environmental Sustainability). CRANES is an outgrowth of 
the Smart Growth Coalition. It is comprised of organizational representatives and individuals especially  
interested in stopping sprawl. The Dane County agency most responsible for controlling where 
development can occur is CARPC (Capital Area Regional Plan Commission), so CRANES has concentrated 
most of its efforts on CARPC and its criteria regarding the extension of urban service areas.   
 

The following matter was the subject of the League’s General Meeting in October 2011.                    
When applications for urban service area extensions were denied to Mazomanie, Verona, and DeForest, 
those municipalities appealed their cases to DNR and the courts, thus creating a significant conflict over 
DNR’s authority under the federal Clean Water Act vs. CARPC’s broader authority from the County. The 
County objects to paying CARPC costs if DNR can override its decisions. The matter could be resolved if 
DNR would act to make CARPC the designated water-quality planning agency for this area. LWVDC and 
CRANES support such an action. 
 

FUDA (Future Urban Development Act). CARPC’s authority includes a second major function, which is to 
map appropriate future land use throughout Dane County. The usa responsibilities of CARPC kept it fully 
occupied for its first two years, but, with considerable pressure from CRANES, has now begun the 
process. Working separately on each of four quarters of the County, they have adopted a process 
developed by a private consultant in which three alternative types of urban development are described 
and presented to residents for their selection. As of April 2012, residents of the Northwest Quadrant are 
being urged to study the alternatives and register their preferences. 
                                                                                                                                                         
COUNTY BUDGET. We supported the environmental sections of the Dane County Budget, including the 
Parks and Open Spaces Plan and the Conservation Fund. The Conservation Fund makes possible such 
land purchases as the recent one on the south shore of Lake Waubesa. 
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Land Use and Transportation Committee, cont’d. 
PROPOSED REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (RTA). The RTA plan that we felt confident about 
at the time of the League’s 2010-11 Annual Report succumbed to right-wing politics at the state level. 
The Walker administration abolished state authority for RTAs in the 2011-2013 State Biennial Budget. 
  
TO LOOK FOR IN 2012-13: 
 Efforts to lower the water level on Lake Mendota to avoid flooding from expected increased rainfall 
 Public response to FUDAs as plans develop in each of the quadrants 
 The outcome of the conflict over DNR’s  authority over CARPC decisions 
   
Membership  
Deborah Speckmann 
 

The environment both social and political during 2011-2012 has been very active. When situations occur 
it is the volunteer organizations which step up and seek justice. This has been the role of the League of 
Women Voters for Dane County. During 2011-2012 we have encouraged 228 members to do their part 
for the Community.  In this fiscal year alone we have welcomed 56 new members! Our creative 
Executive Committee and Board of Directors through their many activities have sparked the interest of a 
great number of active volunteers. As Membership Director I have tried to welcome each member (If 
you were missed I apologize), and at this point, I want to thank you for your due diligence to the needs 
of our Community. 
 
 
Program 
Kathy Kuntz 
 

The 2011-2012 LWVDC programs featured interesting speakers on a variety of timely topics of interest 
to members and the community. Program topics and speakers were as follows: 
 September 7, 2011: Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Patience Drake Roggensack talked 

about The Many Factors of Judicial Independence. 
 October 5, 2011: As part of the US LWV consensus study on education, three panelists 

addressed The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education — Wisconsin Deputy 
Superintendent of Education Michael Thompson; UW Madison Curriculum and Instruction 
Professor Gloria Ladson-Billings; and UW Madison Associate Professor of Education Policy, 
Doug Harris.  

  November 2, 2011: UW Madison Professor of Political Science, Charles Franklin, talked about 
Politics and Public Opinion in Wisconsin and the Nation. 

 January 21, 2012:  We had a full house at the annual Lively Issues luncheon where Melanie 
G. Ramey, President, League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Education Fund, and Andrea 
Kaminski, Executive Director, League of Women Voters of Wisconsin talked about the LWV-WI 
challenge to the state’s Voter ID law in a talk entitled Forward Ever, Backward Never: Keeping 
Elections Open and Fair in Wisconsin. 

 February 1, 2012:  Dane County Executive Joe Parisi talked about The Year Ahead in Dane 
County. 
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Program, cont’d. 
 March 7, 2012:  Instead of a speaker, we watched a documentary by Brian Malone that the 

LWV-US was promoting as part of the primary election process. The film, Patriocracy, 
documented the dysfunctional nature of current political dialogue.  

 April 4, 2012:  The topic for our last program was Ending Housing Insecurity: Affordable 
Housing for All and we heard from four panelists-- Brenda Konkel, Executive Director of the 
Tenant Resource Center; Rob Dicke, Executive Director, Dane County Housing Authority; M 
Adams, Representative from Take Back the Land; and Heidi Wegleitner, Chair, People’s Housing 
Vision. 

 

We had good attendance at all programs this year—in most cases there were at least 50 attendees and 
a few events drew closer to 100. One of the ideas discussed this year that merits more exploration is 
partnering with other groups on some of our programs. This would potentially broaden attendance and 
let League members hear from local experts involved in other policy-specific initiatives; it also reduces 
the need for committee efforts prior to a program.   
 
Publicity 
Lois Kiggens 
 

The South Central Library distributes copies of our posters to 30 libraries. This helps us get information 
throughout the county. Capital Newspapers prints calendar information and fuller pieces about our 
Issues Forums in their various publications.  Isthmus has also printed calendar information in its print 
and electronic editions. I have tried to get the same information in surrounding weekly papers. Heather 
Cunningham distributed flyers on the UW campus area. Unfortunately, she has moved. I hope I can find 
other members who will post flyers on campus and also in the neighborhood centers. 
  
[See next page for Treasurer’s Report.] 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Kathy Johnson, Treasurer; Patricia Levin, Accountant, 2010-2011, and Treasurer 
 
Treasurer’s Report for Previous Fiscal Year, 2009-2010 (July 1, 2009– June 30, 2010)  
Federal Tax Form 990 EZ. March 9, 2011 [Patricia Levin, Accountant]. 
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Voter Service  
Gail Bliss 
▪ Evjue Grant for Voter Education and Voter ID 
In the fall of 2011 the LWVDC received a $5,000 grant from the Evjue Foundation, charitable arm of The 
Capital Times, to assist people who needed a photo ID to vote and for voter education about the 
changes in voting requirements. This grant required a $2,000 match. Thus far (4/24/2012), we have 
raised $1,359 from members, $565 from non members and $150 from non-members who 
gave funds for “voter ID or Candidates Answers” for a total of $2,074. Thanks to members: Rose Sime, in 
honor of Harriet Gorski, Emy Gartzke, Arneita Halle, Shirley Inhorn, Lois Kiggens, Clare McArdle, Katie 
Mulligan, Connie Palmer-Smalley, Suzanne Smith, and Margaret Stine; non members: Betsy 
& Martin David, Ann Lacy, Donna McLeod, Dennis Ray, Mr. & Mrs. M.G. Singer, Barbara Wagner, and 2 
anonymous donors. 

▪ Ads in Madison Buses 
An ad for the interior of Madison Metro buses will be up shortly with information about changes in the 
voting law, including the requirements for proof of address when registering on or 20 within days before 
election day, absentee voting options for students returning to Madison in the fall, and encouraging 
people without allowable photo ID to continue get an ID in case the initial decisions declaring it 
unconstitutional are overturned on appeal. 

▪ The Voter ID Project 
The LWVDC has partnered with several other organizations to reach out to voters without Voter ID.  
Our first event was held with the Fighting Poverty Coalition and Freedom, Inc. in December 2011. Gail 
Bliss has provided lectures and training sessions for volunteers interested in addressing voter ID 
issues. Bliss, and President Earnestine Moss have spoken on radio programs including WORT’s “A Public 
Affair,” and WTDY’s “Let’s Go To Church. “The Madison Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc is running voter registration drives at historically Black churches. During January they registered over 
60 voters.  Dane County United, a coalition of church and social action groups is in the middle of a spring 
voter registration and education program. LWVDC Volunteers have been funneled to the City Clerk’s 
program for Voter Education Ambassadors at local food pantries, and the UW-Madison Student Vote 
Coalition, which has focused on registering students and informing them of their options for voting this 
summer, during a season that has not had elections in previous years. 

▪ Voter ID Volunteers 
The Voter ID project partners volunteers (both LWVDC members and non-members) with individuals in 
need of help getting a DOT Photo ID. LWVDC members involved in the Voter ID project include Gail Bliss, 
Victoria Cothroll, Katie Giegel, Shirley Haidinger, Sue Hoffenberg, Myrna McNatt, and Steve 
Ploeser. For some voters, all they need are answers to their questions or a ride to the DMV. For others it 
is an arduous process of seeking the documentation they need to request a birth certificate from the 
state where they were born. The project is currently working on expanding outreach to find eligible 
voters who need help with ID. We have ongoing projects in the Allied Drive area, and with the Porchlight 
homeless shelter. Because this project is still ramping up, any list of volunteers would be 
incomplete. Some people have been trained but not assigned clients to assist yet, others have expressed 
interest but not been to training. Look for more information next year. 
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Voter Service, cont’d. 
▪ The Injunction in March 2012 and Voter ID 
The injunction in March prohibiting the enforcement of the Voter ID requirements in the law has 
decreased the pressure to rapidly obtain Voter ID’s for people. But it has also required rewriting all the  
publicity materials to avoid confusing voters. New posters and flyers will be going out to libraries, 
neighborhood associations, senior centers and other areas where low income voters and others without 
drivers’ licenses can be reached. 

▪ Summer 2011 and 2012 Voter Registration: 
Lynn Klessig and Priscilla Thain registered voters at the Capitol farmers’ market last summer. Barbara 
Mortensen and Priscilla Thain registered voters at the Hill Farms farmers’ market (Westside Community 
Farmers’ Market) several times. For 2012 we have coordinators for a new effort at the Wil-Mar farmers’ 
market (Lois Kiggens) and the Hill Farms market (Barbara Mortensen and Joan Lundin). We still need a 
coordinator for the Capitol Square Farmers’ Market. 

▪ High School Voter Registration, Spring 2012 
The following LWVDC members have been working on this project: Gail Bliss, Vicki Cothroll, Karen 
Gunderson, Sue Hoffenberg, Joanie Kanter, Barbara Karavolas, Jeff Kravat, Katie Mulligan, Rose Sime, 
Joan Strasbaugh, Tom and Sandi Vandervest. At least 18 non-members have also been involved. 
Madison. LWVDC contacted the four large Madison high schools. LaFollette had a program in place 
using retired staff members. East had a program in place using current staff members. West and 
Memorial requested help with their programs.  Marian Matthews, active participant in the Voter ID 
project, spearheaded the West High effort, worked with 18- year- old student registrars to register 45 
students. New member Joan Strasbaugh and Gail Bliss managed the Memorial project. Volunteers 
included League members and others. They registered 144 students in a six-day drive. One of the Voter 
Education Ambassadors from the city clerk’s office brought news that the Madison City Clerk will accept 
registration forms from 17-year-old students, marked clearly with the first election they will be eligible 
to vote.  So a 17-year-old with a birthday between now and November 6, could fill out a form now and 
be registered for the November 6, 2012 Presidential election. 
Middleton. LWVDC members and community non-members registered 20 students at Middleton High 
School. Long-time member Tom Vandervest reports that the project was more challenging this year due 
to needing to deal separately with clerks in six separate municipalities. 
Lake Mills. League member Peggy Glassford reports that members in Lake Mills contacted their local 
high school and spent two days registering voters in April. 
Waunakee. Community members in Waunakee contacted the LWVDC office for tips on running a voter 
registration project in their school. 
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Voter Service, cont’d. 
Candidate Forum Moderators: 
Priscilla Thain 
 

The following League members moderated candidate forums for the Spring 2012 elections. 
Spring 2012 Primary Election: 
 Earnestine Moss – February 7, Stoughton, candidates for judgeships and Dane County Board 

Spring 2012 General Election: 
 Helen Horn, February 26, Village of McFarland, candidates for Village Board  
 Diane Liebert, March 8, Mt. Horeb, candidates for Dane County Board 
 Priscilla Thain, March 18, Village of Shorewood Hills, candidates for Municipal Judge and Village 

Trustees 
 Joann Elder, March 21, Oregon, candidates for Oregon School Board, Village Board, and Dane 

County Board 
 Mary Bean, March 23, Stoughton, candidates for Dane County Board, Stoughton City Council, & 

Municipal Judge 
 Pat Levin, March 24, Madison, candidates for School Board.   

 
Candidates’ Answers – Formulating the Questions  
Priscilla Thain 
 

The following league members drafted the questions for the Spring 2012 Candidates’ Answers: 
 Mary Bean, Carol Carstensen, Laura Chern, Kathy Johnson, Barbara Mortensen, Priscilla Thain 

 
Candidates’ Answers – LWVDC’s Volunteers  
Laura Chern 
 

Spring 2012 Primary Candidates’ Answers: 
Proofreaders:   
 Paper Edition: Mary Anglim; Mary Bean*; Laura Chern; Edith First; Shirley Inhorn; Lois Kiggens; 

Joan Lundin; Brook Soltvedt; Priscilla Thain 
*Special thanks to Mary Bean, who scurried to the office at the last-minute to proofread, after 
another volunteer had emailed in sick. 

 Online Edition: Helen Horn; Brook Soltvedt 
Pulling Inserts from Isthmus: 
 Laura Chern; Cynthia Benevenga; Cristel Gjerde; Doug Johnson; Alice Kissling; Pam Rewey; 

Deborah Sellers 
Designing and Posting the Online Primary CA: Brook Soltvedt 
Spring General Election Candidates’ Answers 
Proofreaders:   
 Mary Anglim; Mary Bean; Cynthia Benevenga; Fran Bicknell; Laura Chern; Irene Durbak; Karen 

Faster;  Edith First; Peggy Glassford; Mary Ann Halvorson; Doug Johnson; Kathy Johnson; Lois 
Kiggens; Joyce Knutson; Myrna McNatt; Barbara Mortensen; Earnestine Moss; Aileen 
Nettleton; Sally Phelps; Pam Rewey; Brook Soltvedt; Suzanne Smith; Edith Sullivan; Caryl 
Terrell; Priscilla Thain 

 Online Edition: Helen Horn; Brook Soltvedt 
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Voter Service, cont’d. 
Candidates’ Answers Volunteers, cont’d. 
Spring General Election Candidates’ Answers, cont’d. 
Pulling Inserts from Isthmus:  
 Sally Carpenter; Laura Chern; Irene Durbak; Doug Johnson; Alice Kissling; Deborah Sellers 

Bulk Mail:  
 Lois Bernbeck; Cristel Gjerde; Marianne Meyer; Pat Watson 

Designing and Posting the Online General Election CA: 
 Brook Soltvedt 

 

Election-Day Phone Staffing 
Laura Chern 
Spring 2012 General Election: Answering Phone in the LWVDC Office on Election Day:  
 Barbara Karavolas 

 
Know Your Candidates Madison City Channel TV-Interview Show 
Cheryl Daniels 
 

For the spring 2012 election season, I want to thank Mona Steele, Joann Elder, Gene Farley, and Ed Reid 
for helping with Know Your Candidates. We may be busy starting in July this year, with the new primary 
date of Tuesday, August 14, 2012. We may also have tapings in October for the November elections, as 
well as January and March, 2013. 
 

Web Site 
Brook Soltvedt 
 

The biggest change to the website this year was that we offered the option to contribute online, with a 
PayPal account for nonprofits. Now League members and members of the public can easily contribute to 
specific projects or to the general operations of LWVDC easily, securely, and conveniently. Memberships 
can also be established or renewed online. 
 

Changes to state voting regulations have been in flux all year due to laws enacted by the legislature, 
subsequent legal challenges, and injunctions. We have tried to keep our site updated with the latest 
correct information. Thanks especially to Gail Bliss for providing the latest information. 
 

We also had a large number of candidate responses to our questionnaire for Candidates’ Answers this 
spring, which meant a lot of information to put on our website. 
 

Google analytics provides us with information about how many people visit our site. For the spring 
primary election, our site had more than 4,000 unique visits from Feb. 19–21. For the spring general 
election, we had more than 2200 unique visits to our website from April 1–3, but at the end of March 
we regularly had more than 100 unique visits a day, likely because of an increase in absentee/early 
voting for the general election. 
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Website, cont’d. 
I will be continuing on as webmaster, in an off-board capacity. However, I would love to train someone 
to share the responsibility or take it over one day! I also want to stress to anyone active with League 
that if there is something you would like to see put on the Website, or our calendar, please include me 
on your email correspondence. Since I will no longer be on the board, I will only be aware of what of  
information that is shared with me. I would love to post photos of League members in action! Whether 
it’s registering voters, sharing information, cleaning up the highway, observing at government meetings, 
protesting in favor of a League position, a picture tells a story so well! 
 


