
 

 

The League of Women Voters of Dane County, Inc. 
September 2013 General Meeting and Issues Forum 

 

 

Topic: 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AFFORDABLE 

CARE ACT IN WISCONSIN 
 
 

 

Speakers: 

Jon Peacock, Research Director 

Wisconsin Council on Children and Families 
and 

Lisa Olson, Director of Policy & Programs 

WI Primary Health Care Association 
 
 

When: 

Wednesday, September 11, 2013, 7 p.m. 

Where: 
The Capitol Lakes Grand Hall 
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There will be an Open House from 6 – 7 p.m. 

~ Join us for refreshments, and for socializing before the presentations! ~ 
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Lois Kiggens, Sybil Better, Kathy Fullin 
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Discussion Questions: 
 
 

1. Has the information provided been adequate to explain the basics about the 
insurance exchange, who is eligible to participate, and what resources are 
available to help people navigate the exchanges? 

 
2. Do you have questions about how the ACA will affect you and your immediate 

family?  If so, do you believe you now have enough resources to find the 
answers?  If not, what other information would be helpful? 

 
3. Have extended family members or friends brought up issues with ACA 

implementation?  If so, do you believe the information provided will help you 
respond to their concerns?  If not, what other information would be helpful? 

 
4. Would you feel qualified to hand out brochures and respond to simple questions 

at events such as Farmers' Markets and festivals this fall?  If so, please let the 
office know you are available. 

 
5. Do you have any venues to suggest for the League to register voters and pass 

out brochures about the ACA this fall?  (LWV-DC does not pay to provide voter 
registration/public information, so the opportunities should be available without 
charge.) 

 
6. Do you need any additional information in order to be able to write a letter to the 

editor providing a personal example of how the ACA has helped a family member 
or friend? 
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Study Materials 
 
 
LWV-US positions on health care      p.  4 
 
LWV-US press release on the Affordable Care Act p. 4 
 
Associated Press Article on WI ACA   p. 5 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation, summary of statistics p. 6 
 
List of on-line resources     p. 7 
 
ACA Facts from Covering Kids and Families 
 
Application for Health Coverage (for single adult with no employer coverage and no 
dependents) 
 
Four key facts from Enroll America 
 
 
for those reading these materials on-line, the websites for the last 3 items are: 
 
http://www.ckfwi.org/documents/ACA_Factsheet_Marketplace_FINAL_hi_res.pdf 
 
http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Forms-Reports-and-Other-
Resources/Downloads/marketplace-app-short-form.pdf 
 
slide 9 from  http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/programs/health-
policy/ebhpp/events/20130716/kendall.pdf 
 
  

http://www.ckfwi.org/documents/ACA_Factsheet_Marketplace_FINAL_hi_res.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Forms-Reports-and-Other-Resources/Downloads/marketplace-app-short-form.pdf
http://www.cms.gov/CCIIO/Resources/Forms-Reports-and-Other-Resources/Downloads/marketplace-app-short-form.pdf
http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/programs/health-policy/ebhpp/events/20130716/kendall.pdf
http://uwphi.pophealth.wisc.edu/programs/health-policy/ebhpp/events/20130716/kendall.pdf


 4 

“The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that a basic level of 
quality health care at an affordable cost should be available to all U.S. residents. Other 
U.S. health care policy goals should include the equitable distribution of services, 
efficient and economical delivery of care, advancement of medical research and 
technology, and a reasonable total national expenditure level for health care. 
 

Every U.S. resident should have access to a basic level of care that includes the 
prevention of disease, health promotion and education, primary care (including 
prenatal and reproductive health), acute care, long-term care and mental health 
care. . .The League believes that under any system of health care reform, 
consumers/patients should be permitted to purchase services or insurance coverage 
beyond the basic level.” 

 
   LWV-US Impact on Issues, 2012-2014 

 
LWV-US press release about ACA: 
 

League of Women Voters Backs Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
 

WASHINGTON - June 21, 2010 - The League of Women Voters of the United 
States today reinforced the organization’s strong support for the recently passed, 
comprehensive Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  
 

“While we do support and have always supported a single payer system, we 
recognize that the recently passed bill is strong reform and will make important 
changes to protect consumers, extend coverage to the underserved, and reduce costs 
over the long term,” said Elisabeth McNamara, national President of the League of 
Women Voters.  
 

“Congress and the President deserve our thanks and appreciation for enacting 
this historic legislation,” McNamara stated. . . 
 

“We all recognize that more needs to be done, but we must understand how 
good this bill is and how much this does for Americans,” McNamara concluded. At the 
League’s 2010 National Convention, members adopted a resolution urging the Board 
of Directors to push for consolidating the gains of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act by continuing to work for the ultimate goal of universal access to affordable 
health care for all citizens.  
 
   Published in the Newswire by Common Dreams 
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Associated Press article about State of Wisconsin’s lack of promotion of ACA: 
 

Wisconsin is taking a hands-off approach when it comes to publicizing details 
about the new federal health care law. 

 
The government plans to spend at least $684 million nationwide on publicity and 

advertising, according to an Associated Press analysis. But Gov. Scott Walker has 
declined to cooperate with implementation of the new program, instead ceding that 
responsibility to the federal government.  

 
So Wisconsin is expected to receive just $2.6 million in federal outreach grants, 

and nothing directly for in-state marketing and advertising. National surveys show that 
more than three-fourths of uninsured people know little about the new health care law. 
States and the Obama administration are trying to educate them before enrollment for 
new benefits begins in October. 

 
Nearly 560,000 Wisconsin residents, or 10 percent of the state population, are 

uninsured.  
 
Claire Smith, a spokeswoman for the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, 

said the state could have applied for grants that would have covered marketing costs 
had Wisconsin implemented a state-based exchange, or online marketplace. Instead 
Wisconsin is leaving it up to the federal government to set up the exchange and 
publicize it.  

 
Wisconsin is still getting some help, though. It's expected to receive $830,000 in 

federal grants to pay for so-called navigators, who are counselors trained to help 
people with insurance plans. And 16 health centers across the state have received a 
combined $1.8 million to help educate residents, particularly the poor.  

 
The total funding means the government would be spending about 46 cents per 

Wisconsin resident -- the lowest per-capita spending rate in the U.S. The national 
average is $2.37.  

 
Other states will be using their money to buy ads on radio, TV and social media. 

Without as extensive an outreach campaign in Wisconsin some residents could remain 
in the dark about options open to them.  

 
But Steve Brenton, the president of the Wisconsin Hospital Association, wasn't 

too worried. He predicted that enough groups would be reaching out to eligible 
populations that outreach wouldn't be a problem.  

 
"Are we concerned? A little bit. But my sense is there's going to be a lot of 
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publicity out there from community organizations, hospitals and health organizations," 
he said. "I think you'll see plenty of reach-out activity beginning in September through 
the enrollment period."  

 
The federal government also has a $41 million contract for a national campaign 

that will target Wisconsin and other states that don't have state-based exchanges.  
 
Open enrollment in the health care exchanges starts Oct. 1, and coverage takes 

effect in January. The federal law requires nearly all Americans to have health 
insurance beginning in 2014 or pay a penalty.  

Dinesh Ramde, Associated Press, Milwaukee 
 

Analysis by Kaiser Family Foundation: 
 
Currently, there are 555,000 Wisconsin residents who are uninsured.  Approximately 
40% of Wisconsin’s uninsured are between the ages of 25-44; children make up only 
about 13% of Wisconsin’s uninsured population.  Approximately 60% of the uninsured 
are white.  Men are more likely to be uninsured than women. 
 
 

Useful resources on-line: 
 
AARP:  http://www.aarp.org/health/affordable-care-act/myhealthlawinfo/ 
 
Catholic Health Hospital Association. www.chausa.org/cha-videos: a clever animation 
explaining the ACA 
 
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-
application-checklist.pdf 
 
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/things-to-
think-about-when-choosing-a-plan.pdf 
 
Very clear, appealing brochure on tax credit for health insurance: 
http://consumersunion.org/taxcredit/WI_2014_V2.pdf 
 
https://www.healthcare.gov  Individuals will be able to enroll (beginning in October)  
 
http://kff.org/interactive/subsidy-calculator/  Kaiser Family Foundation  

http://www.aarp.org/health/affordable-care-act/myhealthlawinfo/
http://www.chausa.org/cha-videos
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-application-checklist.pdf
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/marketplace-application-checklist.pdf
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/things-to-think-about-when-choosing-a-plan.pdf
http://marketplace.cms.gov/getofficialresources/publications-and-articles/things-to-think-about-when-choosing-a-plan.pdf
http://consumersunion.org/taxcredit/WI_2014_V2.pdf
https://www.healthcare.gov/
http://kff.org/interactive/subsidy-calculator/

